
Joint Evening Service
What we believe.

Article 4
Of the Resurrection of Christ. 

4. Of the Resurrection of Christ.!
Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with 
flesh, bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man's 
nature; wherewith he ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth, until 
he return to judge all Men at the last day.

A modernized version - from An English Prayer Book
The resurrection of Christ
Christ truly rose again from death and took again his body, with flesh, 
bones and all that belongs to the completeness of man's nature. In 
this body he ascended into heaven, where he is now seated until the 
last day, when he will return to judge all men.

History of Article 4:
The article is virtually unchanged from the original 42 Articles 
authorised in 1553.  Unlike many of the other articles it does not 
have a direct parallel in the Augsburg Confession.

Docetism
Docetism was an early heresy, the  name comes from the Greek - 
dokeo (to seem).  It was the belief that Christʼs body, and therefore 
also his resurrection, was an illusion.  He seemed to have a physical 
body and to physically die but he was incorporeal, a pure spirit and 
therefore could not physically die.
This was the view of many Gnostics and it saw a resurgence with the 
Cathars in the 13th century and also in a smaller way in the 16th 
century.
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