
History of Article 2:
Most of this Article comes from the Augsburg Confession (1530) but 
one section was added in 1563 from the Confession of Wurtemberg.

Heresies
Arianism (325) - denied the true godhead of Christ.
Apollinarianism (360), denied the perfect manhood of Christ.
Nestorianism (431), denied the unity of the Person of Christ.
Euyches (451), denied the distinction of the natures of Christ.

The Confession of Chalcedon (451AD)
“Following the holy Fathers, we unanimously teach and confess one 
and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: the same perfect in divinity  
and perfect in humanity, the same truly God and truly man, 
composed of rational soul and body; consubstantial with the Father 
as to his divinity and consubstantial with us as to his humanity; "like 
us in all things but sin." He was begotten from the Father before all 
ages as to his divinity and in these last days, for us and for our 
salvation, was born as to his humanity of the virgin Mary, the God-
bearer (theotokos)
We confess that one and the same Christ, Lord, and only-begotten 
Son, is to be acknowledged in two natures without confusion, 
change, division, or separation. The distinction between natures was 
never abolished by their union, but rather the character proper to 
each of the two natures was preserved as they came together in one 
person (prosopon) and one hypostasis.”

Nicene Creed (BCP)
....And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance 
with the Father, By whom all things were made:
Who for us men, and for our salvation came down from heaven,
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, And was 
made man, And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried....
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What we believe.

Article 2
Of the Word or Son of God

2. Of the Word or Son of God, which was made very Man. 
The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting 
of the Father, the very and eternal God, and of one substance with 
the Father, took Man's nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, of 
her substance: so that two whole and perfect Natures, that is to say, 
the Godhead and Manhood, were joined together in one Person, 
never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very God, and very Man; 
who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to reconcile his 
Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also 
for all actual sins of men.

A modernized version - from An English Prayer Book
The Word, or Son of God, who became truly man
• The Son, who is the Word of the Father, was begotten from eternity 

of the Father,
• and is the true and eternal God, of one substance with the Father.
• He took man's nature in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary,!of 

her substance,
• in such a way that two whole and perfect natures, the Godhead 

and manhood, were joined together in one person, never to be 
divided.

• Of these two natures is the one Christ, true God and true man.
• He truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried,
• to reconcile the Father to us and to be a sacrifice, not only for 

original guilt but also for all actual sins of men.


