
Joint Evening Service
What we believe.

Article 1
Of Faith in the Holy Trinity 

Articles 1-5 concern the nature of the Deity, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.

1. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts 
or passions; of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the Maker, and 
Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this 
Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and 
eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

A modernized version - from An English Prayer Book
There is only one living and true God,
! who is eternal and without body, indivisible and invulnerable.
He is of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness. 
He is the maker and preserver of all things both visible and invisible. 
Within the unity of the Godhead there are 
! three persons who are of one substance, power and eternity - 
! the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

History of Article 1:
The text of this Article derives in large part from Article I of the 
Augsburg Confession (1530) although principle statements derive 
from the ancient Creeds and General Councils. 

Heresies
1. !Denying the co-equality of the Persons.  That is claiming that 

Jesus is a mere man with special divine influence.  Ebionites, 
Dynamic Monarchians.  Theodotos, Paul of Samosata.

2. !Denying the distinction of the Persons.  That is claiming that 
Jesus is the Father Himself, employing a real human body.  Modal 
Monarchians (patro-passian – the father suffers), Sabellius.

3. !Denying the co-equality and reality of the humanity of Jesus.  
That is claiming that Jesus is divine, but a created being.  
Arianism (Jehovahʼs witnesses today).  Arius and Macedonius 
also denied the essential divinity of the Holy Spirit.

General Councils:
These were councils of the whole Church and recognized as such by  
east and west, protestant and catholic.

Nicea (325) - against Arianism – affirmed the full divinity of Christ.
Constantinople (381) (The Nicene Creed) – affirmed the full 
humanity of Christ and also, against Appolinarius and Macedonius, 
the divinity of the Spirit.
Ephesus (432) – against Nestorius - affirmed the two natures in 
Christ.
Chalcedon (451) – against Eutyches - again affirmed the two 
natures in Christ.
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