
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 7

Sin, Judgement and Forgiveness
This study covers 2 Samuel 10-13 and if you have not done so you 
will find it helpful to read chapters 11-13 and Psalm 51. There will be 
sermons on both chapters 11 and 13.

The consequences of sin
1. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? (Jeremiah 12.1) Why 
do the wicked live, reach old age, and grow mighty in power? (Job 
21.7) Why do we feel so strongly that wrongdoing should not be 
rewarded?

David committed adultery with Bathsheba, something forbidden by 
God (Ex 20.14) and in the Old Testament law was punishable by 
death. David then compounded his sin by trying to cover it up.

Read 2 Sam 11.16-17
2. What were the consequences of David’s sin for Uriah, 
Bathsheba’s husband? How might what happened also have 
affected David’s standing with his army commander, Joab?

Read 2 Sam 12.7-17
3. What further consequences would there be because of God’s 
specific judgment on David?

Mercy and Blessing
Read Psalm 32.1-2 (another Psalm of David). 
16. How does God’s forgiveness mean we are blessed? Can you say  
that you know your sins are forgiven by God? 

17. After their loss and despite their sin how were David and 
Bathsheba blessed by the Lord? (2 Sam 12.24-25)  What would be 
special about this child even though David had older sons? 

Pray
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 Jn 1.9)

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions (Ps 
51.1).

Give thanks that in Christ we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 
(Eph 1.7) because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake (1 Jn 
2.12)

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 
covered. (Ps 32.1)
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4. Why does the death of the child seem particularly hard to us? 
What was David’s own response to this?

5. Although no specific link is given how do we see the infection of 
sin in David’s son Amnon (2 Sam 13.14-15).

6. What was David’s response when he heard that his son had raped 
his daughter? (2 Sam 13.21) Why do you think he did nothing else?

7. How does our own sin make it difficult to take a stand for 
righteousness?

8. How do we see the infection of sin in David’s son Absalom in 2 
Sam 13.26-29? 

9. How do the failings of parents make it hard to teach and discipline 
children?

Read Genesis 4.8 & Romans 5.12
10. David was the great saviour king and the promised Messiah 

would be known as “the son of David”. But what parallels do we see 
between Adam, David, and their sons reminding us of how sin 
spread and still spreads?

11. How does Roman 5.16-18 show us that the true Saviour would 
need to be more than just “the seed of David according to the 
flesh” (Rom 1.3) in order to undo the sin of Adam?

Repentance - Read Psalm 51
12. What words and expressions does David use in this Psalm to 
speak of sin? How do they show its seriousness?

13. Jesus said that sin comes from within us (so we can’t blame it on 
others). How do we see this in what David had done and in what he 
says in his psalm?

14. What advantages are there in having a prayer of confession in 
church worship?

15. Is there a danger that we think of this as a substitute for personal 
confession, or that confession is just a form of words? In what ways 
does this Psalm show that confession should be personal and deep?


