
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 5
The Waiting is Over

The King is Dead
Read 1 Samuel 31.4 & 2 Samuel 1.5-17

1. What did the young messenger (an Amalekite) hope to gain by 
claiming to have killed Saul? What did he not understand about David?

2. Whatever the cause of Saul’s death it opened the way for David to 
become King. Why then was David so upset by the news?

3. The Amalekite claimed to have helped Saul die a quicker death, 
something Saul’s armour bearer had refused to do. Why was it 
wrong to take life in this way? Are there any circumstances you think 
it is appropriate to end life?

4. David himself had refused to kill Saul and had the young man 
executed for doing so. Why does the Bible therefore seem to 
condemn murder, suicide and euthanasia but allow execution, whilst 
the today we condemn execution whilst many now allow euthanasia 
and suicide?

16. In this study, and previous ones, how have we seen David acting 
in a ‘gentle’ way?

17. How does David’s leadership in this way compare to what is said 
about Jesus in Matthew 12.18-21?

Finally, 22 years after being anointed by Samuel, David has become 
King over all Israel. Almost exactly 400 years after Israel was told to 
do it David captured the stronghold of Jebus making it his capital city 
(Jerusalem).  A fine palace was built and he had a major victory over 
the Philistines. We will see more of the good times in the next study.

Pray
Pray for those in positions of leadership, whether in the state, 
workplace or church, for strength to do what is right and for grace to 
be gentle.

Pray for the plans for the events around the Queen’s official birthday, 
that guests would come, for good conversations and that the 
booklets and tracts would be read and point people to Christ.
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“A Long War”
Read 2 Sam 2.1 
5. With Saul dead what might David have done to bring about God’s 
promise and become King of Israel? What did he actually do and why?

6. Do you think you would have done the same thing? Are you more 
likely to commit things to God in prayer, or just rush in to them?

Abner’s Death
David became king of just his own tribe, Judah. Whilst Sauls’ 
remaining son, Ish-bosheth, became king of the rest of Israel but 
apparently under the thumb of his army commander Abner (Saul’s 
cousin). War broke out and went in Judah’s favour. Seeing how 
things were going, and angered by Ish-bosheth, Abner negotiated to  
make David king of all Israel. But by this time he had killed the 
brother of Joab (David’s commander) in battle.
Read 2 Sam 3.26-39
7. What was it that motivated Joab to kill Abner? Was he right to do 
what he did? How did this differ from David’s action in having the 
young Amalekite killed?

8. How might Joab’s action have threatened the peaceful deal to make 
David King? How might attitudes have changed towards David if they 
thought Joab had acted for David rather than himself (v36-37)? 

9. What do we see of David’s character both in his willingness to 
treat with Abner, his former enemy, and in his grief at his death?

10. How does David describe the difference between himself and his 
nephews Joab and Abishai the sons of Zeruiah (v39)?

Joab was eventually killed when Solomon, perhaps ‘severely’, killed 
all those who had opposed him becoming King after David. In a 
sense Joab lived by the sword and died by the sword.

Ish-bosheth’s death
Read 2 Samuel 4.5-12 & 1 Samuel 24.20-22
11. Again we see an apparent threat to David’s rule being removed 
but why does David once again mourn rather than rejoice?

12. How did Rimmon and Rechab not see David for the King he was?

What Kind  of Leader?
Read again 2 Sam 3.39
13. Would you say that the world today values gentleness or severity  
in leadership? (Think of our national leaders, or the workplace.)

14. In this study in what ways have we seen David acting in what 
would today be considered a ‘severe’ way? Why did David do what 
he did and what sort of leader does this show him to be?

15. How does David’s leadership in this way compare to what is said 
about rulers in Romans 13.3-5?


