
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 4
Those who wait on the Lord...

Chapters 29 to 31 of 1 Samuel builds up to a decisive battle that will 
end Saul’s reign but leave Israel once more under the thumb of the 
Philistines.

A King in Waiting
1. David was 15 when privately anointed as King. By the time of the 
events in this study he was around 30. What would it have been like 
for David during those long years of waiting and wondering what the 
future held?

2. Patience is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5.22). Would you have been as 
patient as David? Is there a key to patience?

Read 1 Samuel 27.8-28.2
3. David lied to Achish, King of the Philistines. He claimed to be 
attacking their enemies (v10), including David’s own people Judah, 
but was actually attacking Israel’s enemies (v8) who seem at that 
time to have been friendly to the Philistines. He cleverly covered this 
deception. What benefit did he gain from this?  What problem did he 
create for himself and how might this have affected his future 
kingship?

15. In one way this was a catastrophe for Israel. Yet how were the 
godless Philistines used to bring about the purposes of God?
(This is not unusual in the Bible. For example, the Lord could describe 
Cyrus, the ungodly king of Babylon as “my Shepherd” - Isa 44.28).

16. Can ungodly people nevertheless bring about the purposes of 
God?  Do you think it would be better to have a King, President of 
Prime Minster who was a competent pagan or an incompetent 
Christian?

Through these events the way is now clear for David to become King 
of Israel but as we will see, although he was crowned King of Judah 
it would take another seven years for him to rule over the whole of 
Israel.

Pray
Give thanks to God for his grace to us (the spoils of the victory of 
Christ), which is wholly undeserved by us.

Pray for the fruit of patience.

Please pray for the practical arrangements for Walking Day in June, 
which has again proved problematic because of changes in policing 
and council policy.
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Read 1 Samuel 29.1-4 & 11
4. Regardless of whether David did right or wrong how was he 
rescued from the problem he had created?

Read 1 Samuel 30.1-8
5. What was the result of David returning early to Ziklag?

6. How did David react to what had happened?

7. How did David’s men react to the situation? Given all they had 
gone through with David why do you think they were so quick to 
condemn him?

8. Have you had the experience yourself of things going well 
spiritually and then something unexpected and discouraging 
happening that knocks you right back in faith? Why do we respond in 
this way? (Another example is Elijah’s despair when threatened by 
Jezebel just after his amazing victory over the prophets of Baal.) 

9. How did David then react - what does the end of verse 6 mean, 
and what did he do next?

David goes on to follow the Amalakites despite his men already 
having travelled over 100 miles. He had to leave behind 200 men 
part way and the remainder fought a long battle before finally gaining 
the victory.

Read 1 Samuel 30.21-25
10. What new issue of leadership did David have to resolve after the 
victory? 

11. What events point to the Lord’s hand being behind David’s 
victory? What had the men therefore misunderstood about this?

12. How does David’s action over the spoil therefore speak to us of 
the grace of God and how does it compare to Jesus’ parable of the 
workers in the vineyard (Matthew 20.1-16)

13. What did David additionally do with the spoil (v26) and how does 
that show his wisdom?

A King’s End
1 Samuel 31.1-7
14. Why did Saul take his own life? Was he right to do so?


