
The Shepherd Boy King
Week 3
The Lord’s Anointed

Read 1 Samuel 23.1-14
1. What signs do we see here that David is beginning to be the King 
in Exile? (See also ch 22 v5)

(The Ephod was a “breast-plate of judgement” (Ex 28) in which the 
High Priest would put the Urim and Thummim. The Bible does not 
tell us how exactly it was used in guidance.)

2. What signs do we see that in the Lord’s sight David is now the 
true King of Israel? (See also 1 Samuel 28.6)

3. What signs do we see that David, despite his growing power and 
reputation, recognises who is truly in charge? (If you have read 
Psalm 63 during the week how does this come out in David’s 
prayer?)

4. Guidance is a big topic. There is one instance of drawing lots in 
the New Testament, though this was before the giving of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. If you are seeking guidance from God about 
decisions are there particular ways you look for it?

16. Whether or not David had forgiven Saul, what does he actually 
do at the end of chapters 24 and 26?

17. Are there situations where we do genuinely forgive people and 
yet, recognising human weakness and temptations to sin, don’t trust 
them in quite the same way?  Is this just being wise to the reality of 
human sinfulness, or does it mean that we don’t really forgive them?

Pray
Pray for a proper respect for those in authority in our land and for 
those in leadership to recognise the responsibilities they bear before 
God and to act with integrity and wisdom.

Pray for situations where there is lack of forgiveness because of past 
failings leading to broken relationships. Pray for courage to forgive, 
even seventy times seven.

Pray for opportunities as a church to share the gospel; for our 
ongoing ministry, the walking day, plans for events to mark the 
Queen’s birthday and involvement with the Diocesan Crossroads 
mission in September.
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Saul goes aside
Read 1 Samuel 24.1-9 & 16-22
5. Roughly how many times had Saul already tried to kill David?

6. David had been guided by God through prayer. How do his men 
now interpret Saul’s coming into their cave as God’s providence?

7. Despite God apparently “opening a door” to kill Saul, David 
refuses to do so. What specific reason does he give for this 
decision? What does this suggest about guidance and how to decide 
what is the right thing to do in certain situations.

8. Our own country saw a long struggle, in the 1600s, including the 
Civil War, over the power of kings and whether or when it was right 
to oppose them. In what circumstances, if any, might it be right to act 
against a ruler?

9. The disputes of the 1600s were resolved by making the crown 
subject to parliament and subsequently democracy has slowly been 
extended. Is it fair to say that there is growing discontent in western 
democracies about the exercise of power and if so why?

Read 1 Samuel 26.5-12
10. In spite of Saul’s words in 24v19-20 he went after David again. 
Should this have made a difference to David’s attitude when a 
second opportunity came to kill Saul?

11. How would the temptation to kill Saul be greater now than in 1 
Sam 24? (Compare 26.7-8 with 24.4).

12. How does David’s explanation in verse 9 give a clearer reason 
than in chapter 24v26 as to why he would not act against Saul?

13. How does what he said in verse 10 show his confidence in the 
providence of God? Is it a confidence you share when faced with 
adversity?

14. In what way does David’s actions in chapter 24 and 26 show us  
Romans 12.21 in practice? Is it an easy thing to do?

15. Read Matthew 18.21-22. Do you think David forgave Saul after 
the various attempts to kill him? (Note question 5).


