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3 : Isaiah 50.4-9

1. If you had to draw up a job description for a Church leader 
(probably best not a Pope) what would you include near the top?

Read the whole of Isaiah chapter 50.

Verses 1-3 are about Israel’s sin, in verses 4-9 the Servant is 
speaking whilst verse 10-11 call for obedience to the Servant, and 
declare the consequences of failing to accept God’s gracious 
invitation.

2. How does the phrase “Sovereign LORD” or “Lord 
GOD” (depending upon your translation) divide verses 4-9 into 
sections?

Verse 4
3. How would you summarise what this verse says about the 
Servant?

4. Look at Matthew chapter 13 verse 54 and John chapter 7 verses 
15 to 16 to see how each describes the teaching ministry of Jesus.  
How does this compare with Isaiah 50.4?

5. If Jesus is a teacher, and his followers are known as disciples, 
how important do you think learning is in the Christian life?  Do you 
think being a disciple of Jesus is the same as school work or 
academic study?

18. There clearly are occasions when we should turn the other cheek 
(Lk 6.29).  But what are we to do when it is others who are being 
treated unjustly or oppressed?

19. Paul encourages Christians not to take disputes amongst 
themselves to the civil courts. However, he also himself appealed to 
Caesar when tried, taking advantage of his privileges as a Roman 
citizen.  In what sort of situations do you think it is right to "appeal to 
Caesar" or should we always accept injustice?

20. Respect for the authority of rulers is clear in the Bible (eg 1 Pt 
2.13-17).  But Christians have also struggled at times to know when 
it was right to oppose legitimate authority and by what means.  What 
would your attitude to this be? If you had lived in Germany in the 
1930s and 40s would you have joined those who sought to end 
Hitler's rule?

Meditation
The opening verses of Isaiah 50 set out the sin of Israel and having 
introduced the Servant in verses 4-9 the chapter closes with a call to 
trust in Christ, but also in verse 11 with a dire warning.
Let one of the group read verses 10 and 11, leave a time of silence 
to meditate on these two verses and then read together Psalm 39.

Prayer suggestions
• Pray for Christians in countries where there is great injustice and 

for wisdom to know how to respond to this. Pray that the promises 
of God in these verses would be known and felt by those facing 
such situations.

• Pray that as disciples we would continue to learn, and for the 
teaching ministry in our church.

• In view of what we have seen in this study you may find 
Colossians 1.9-12 useful as a model for prayer.
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13. Did you have willingness to suffer near the top of your list of 
qualifications for a Church leader?  If not take a look at Mark 10.38 
(which Phil preached on recently).

Verses 7-9
14. How would you summarise what this verse says about the 
Servant?

15.  We have also looked recently on a Sunday at Jesus leading the 
way to Jerusalem in Mark 10.32.  Look also at Luke 9.51 where what 
Luke writes is literally that Jesus’ face was firm towards Jerusalem - 
like flint it seems.

16. In what ways do these verses encourage us to be steadfast in 
faith when facing difficulties, oppression and persecution?

17. If you go through tough times as a Christian do you have 
particular favourite passages and promises in Scripture that you call 
to mind?
In view of Christ's suffering read Luke 23.34 and reflect on how 
Christ's example helps us. If you think this is too hard for us, then 
also read Acts 7.60.

New Testament Fulfilment
We have seen how these verses speak of Christ though there is no 
place in the New Testament where they are directly quoted.
You might take a look at Romans 8.33, which is similar, and, with the 
surrounding verses, is about our confidence in being vindicated by 
the Lord.

Thinking around
These verses confront us with some difficult questions about how we 
should respond to injustice and oppression. There are a number of 
related questions which you may like to discuss.

6. What are the different ways in which you learn the things of God?

7. Do you think you are still learning?  (Or to put it another way, do 
you think you know it all?) Is there more you should do?

8. Did you have teaching near the top of your list of qualifications for 
a Church leader?  If not take a look at 2 Timothy 2.24.

9. If we were to change what Paul writes in 2 Tim 2.24 from “a 
servant” to “the Servant” how does this compare with what we have 
already see in these studies? What does this suggest about the 
model for Christian leadership?

Verses 5-6

10. How would you summarise what this verse says about the 
Servant?
Previously we have seen hints that the Servant would suffer, and the 
full extent of that suffering comes out in the fourth study.

Read Matthew 27.28-31
11. How does what is said about the suffering of Christ compare with 
Isaiah 50?

12. In the providence of God suffering can have different purposes - 
chastisement, to keep us humble, to keep us dependent upon God, 
to refine our faith and to demonstrate our righteousness (as with 
Job). The difficulty is that when we are going through suffering we 
often cannot see the purposes of God.  Can you think of times when 
you have suffered and not understood the reason until later? If not, 
try to think of examples in the Bible, there are plenty to look for.


