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1 : Isaiah 42.1-9

Read Isaiah Chapter 42 verses 1 to 9.
Isaiah was given a series of messages by God some 750 years 
before Christ.  The passage begins with God speaking of “my 
Servant”. People have different ideas about who is meant by the 
Servant but as we will see, the New Testament is very clear that the 
Servant is Jesus.

To familiarise yourself with the passage have a look at the following 
questions:
1. When you read these verses were there any particular things that 
struck you about them?

2. Who is the “I” who is speaking throughout verses 1 to 4 and 6 to 9?

3. Make a list of the main things God says about His Servant in 
verses 1 to 4?

4. The Prophet Isaiah, through whom God was speaking, lived about 
750BC. If you had lived then, and heard what was said, who do you 
think you would have understood the Servant to be?

5. What statements are made about God in verses 6 to 9 (ignore 
verse 5 for the moment and leave what is said about the Servant).

6. Pick out three things that are said about God in verse 5.

It is also possible that Paul is also referring to Isaiah 42 in Acts 
chapter 28 verse 18.  If you have time, read the section in Acts and 
think about how the two things are connected.  Remember that Paul 
was called the Apostle to the Gentiles. How does the work of the 
followers of Christ flow from the fact that Christ is the servant?

Thinking around
18. If we are to work for justice ourselves then how relevant is the 
example of Christ here - that he did not cry out or raise his voice (v2) 
etc?  Do you think there are times when we have to shout about 
injustice?  Are there times when we should go softly?

19. In verse 5 God is described as creator. Where in the New 
Testament do we find that the Servant, Jesus, is  also the Creator?

Praise
Following Isaiah 42 verse 9 comes verse 10, which says "Sing to the 
Lord a new song". Having read what these verses say about our 
wonderful Saviour why not praise Him together?  If you are not 
comfortable singing then read together Psalm 33 or another Psalm of  
praise.

Prayer suggestions
Pray especially for those involved in mission to those who have not 
heard the gospel.
Pray for those struggling with injustice and also for the Lord to bring 
to justice those who oppress them.
Pray as we as a Church seek to share the light of Christ with those 
around us.
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because God declares it so, and ‘to right wrongs’. From what you 
know of the work of Christ as we see it in the gospels, what do you 
understand these prophecies in Isaiah to mean?

15. If it is the purpose of the Servant is to establish justice, what 
does this mean for us as His followers?  (If you can try to back up 
your answer from the New Testament.)

Before you move on are there any other observations or questions 
you have about what is said in this passage.  Were there any themes 
you identified at the beginning which have not featured in the 
questions?

Who is the Servant?
Read Matthew chapter 12 verses 15 to 21.
The Jews understood the early chapters of Isaiah to be about the 
Messiah (the Christ). We see in the gospels that the disciples came 
to realise that Jesus was the Messiah. But the Jews believed that the  
Servant in Isaiah 42 etc referred to the nation of Israel, indeed in 
places in these chapters Israel is called God’s servant. Therefore, 
when Jesus started to talk about suffering and dying the disciples 
were shocked and did not accept it (Peter even rebuked Jesus). 
Only after Jesus’ death and resurrection did they finally get the point 
- the later prophecies in Isaiah were also about the Christ. Therefore 
when Matthew wrote chapter 12, a few years later, he was able to 
reflect how Jesus’ actions showed that He truly was the Servant 
though he and the other disciples had not understood this at the time.

16. Why at this point in His public ministry did Jesus not want people 
to "make Him known"?

17. How do you see this as a fulfilment of Isaiah chapter 42?

7. How does what is said about God in verse 5 relate to verses 1 to 4 
and verse 6 to 9?

8. What is said about the work of the Servant in verses 6 to 9?

Light to the Gentiles
Gentiles is the name used by Israelites to describe others. Verse 6 
says that the Servant would be given as a covenant to the peoples 
and as a light to the Gentiles. (In a sense as you take part in this 
study, learning more about Christ, this prophecy is being fulfilled.)
9. Do you ever think it odd that there should be so many churches, 
hospitals, schools and other institutions in our country that have been 
founded because of a carpenter from Galilee?  What does this tell 
you about how the light of Christ has been spread?

10. Do you think that taking the message of Christ to people of every 
tribe, tongue and nation still has the priority it should in churches 
today? Is there more that we at St. James’ could do?

11. Do members of your group know Christians sharing their faith in 
other countries, or do you support organisations doing this? If so 
share (very briefly) who or which and why.

12. What do you think is significant about the meekness of the 
Servant?  How do you see this fulfilled in Christ?

13. Do you think verse 4 has now been fulfilled or does its fulfilment 
still lie in the future?

14. Justice is mentioned in each of verse 1, 3 and 4.  It can have at 
least  three senses - a judgement at law, something that is ‘just’ 


