
1 Corinthians 15
Week 3 : “I believe in the
resurrection of the body”

We have seen in this chapter that there must be a resurrection 
because otherwise Christ was not raised and faith is pointless, and 
Christ was indeed raised as many witnesses could testify. We then 
saw that there will be a general resurrection, first of those who 
‘belong to Christ’, but all will be raised. These final verses are about 
the nature of the resurrection.

Read 1 Corinthians 15.35-44
1. 1. What problem did the “someone” of verse 35 have about the 
resurrection?

2. We have seen previously that Sadducees also didn’t believe in the 
resurrection. What was one of the arguments they used against it in 
Mark 12.18-23?

3. What do these two arguments (questions 1 & 2) have in common 
regarding faith and understanding? Do we have to understand 
everything before we believe it?

4. Verses 36-44 assert plainly that just as we now have a natural 
body so after the resurrection we will have a spiritual body. But what 
is the common point behind all the illustrations used and what do 
they teach about the nature of the resurrection body?

14. We often wonder what our resurrection bodies will be like 
compared to our present physical bodies. Interesting though it might 
be to think about it the Bible doesn’t answer those sort of questions 
(like the Sadducees and their idea of a man with seven wives). What 
are we told in this passage about the nature of our resurrection 
bodies?

15. After this long section on the resurrection, reaching such a high 
point in verse 54-57 why do you think Paul concludes with verse 58?

Pray
Pray for the opportunity of our the Christian Life and Witness courses 
running over the coming weeks and for the Lancashire Festival of 
Hope with Franklin Graham in Blackpool in September. Pray that 
these and other opportunities to reach out with the gospel of Christ 
would bear fruit.

Pray that as believers we would grow in our understanding of the 
gospel and so be “steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord”

Pray for some of those we support financially as a Church - Help the 
Homeless, The Barnabas Fund, The Bible Society, Christians Against 
Poverty, Paul Hunter and Tom & Jasmine Heaton.
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5. List the differences in verses 42-44 between our present and 
resurrection bodies. You might add to this later in the study.
Natural Body ! ! ! ! Spiritual Body
(What has been sown)! ! (What will be raised)

Read 1 Corinthians 15.45-49
6. People sometimes argue that the resurrection is purely spiritual. 
They are influenced by some Greek thought and eastern religions 
that belittle the material world. What is it about the context of these 
verses (what comes before) that shows that when Paul writes about 
“spiritual” he does not mean a disembodied spirit.

7. What is it about the “last Adam” (v45) that is different to every 
other person?

8. Passages like this raise the question whether it is necessary to 
believe that Adam was a real person made from dust, or whether 
Genesis could just be a bit like a parable, a story that makes a point.  
What do you think?

9. We are not told much but what hints does the Bible give us as to 
what it will be like to “bear the image of the man of heaven”. (Don’t 
forget, this is about spiritual/heavenly bodies, not disembodied 
spirits. Also, whilst the current heavens and earth will pass away we 
await a new heavens and a new earth - 2 Pt 3.10-13 & Rev 21.1.)

Read 1 Corinthians 15.50-58
10. Are there other things from these verses that you can add to the 
lists in question 5?

11. What do verses 50-52 tell us about what will happen at ‘the last 
trumpet’ to the dead who belong to Christ, and what will happen to 
the living who belong to Him?

12. What would be the point of the resurrection of the dead if it is 
purely spiritual and not bodily at all?

13. Adam and Eve were created immortal but death entered the 
world because of Adam’s sin (Rom 5.12). If the body were simply 
destroyed after death how could we say that death has been 
swallowed up in victory? (v54-55)


