
17 In all four very different situations how were those who were 
“delivered” told to respond? (Verse 8, 15,21 and 31.)

18 What other responses do we find in verses 22 and 32 and what 
do you think they should mean in practice?

The Wise – Read Psalm 107 v33-43
19. How, taking to heart verse 43, should we make sure that we are 
wise?

Pray
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.
Pray for those who are in darkness and the shadow of death without 
faith in Christ, and for those imprisoned in darkness because of sin. 
Pray that God would deliver them and that through the word of the 
gospel and faith in Christ the would find life and hope.
Pray for Paul Gardner who will be preaching at St James on 9th 
June and speaking the following day to the Diocesan Evangelical 
Fellowship. Previously lecturer at Oak Hill, Vicar in Cheshire, 
Archdeacon of Exeter and Pastor of a Church in Atlanta, Paul is now 
“retired”.

David Phillips,
May 2019

The Psalms
Psalm 107 - Steadfast Love

This Psalm begins and ends with the steadfast love of the Lord. In 
between are four sections describing the plight of “some”; four 
identical verses about how they cried to the Lord; His response and 
four identical verses about giving thanks for His steadfast love.

The Wanderers - Read Psalm 107 v1-9
1. What is the plight of the “some” described in verses 4 and 5?

This might refer to the 40 years Israel spent in the wilderness or 
reflect that Israel is largely surrounded by desert and sea (cf v23ff).
2. Verses 6,13, 19 and 28 are identical. How did the people respond 
to their plight in each case and what do these verses say about the 
Lord’s response?

3. In what situations do we and should we cry to the Lord like this? 
Do you do so expecting Him to respond?

4. How do verses 7 and 9 describe further God’s action? Although 
verse 7 suggests a physical situation how does verse 9 suggest a 
spiritual application?

We will look at verse 8 and those like it later.



5. Read John 6.35. What does Jesus mean here by hungry and 
thirsty and what does His promise mean in practice?

The Prisoners – Read Psalm 107 v10-16
6. What is the plight of those described in verses 10 and 11 and why 
is it described as being like prison?

7. What do both verses 11 and 12 tell us were the causes of their 
problems?

8. Read Luke 1.76-79 Notice how the prophecy of Zechariah quotes 
from Psalm 107 verse 10.  What is it that brought light to those sitting 
in darkness?

9. Read John 8.31-37 How are people set free from captivity?

10. What was God’s response to the cries of people as described in 
verses 14 and 16? How does that echo what happens when we 
“abide in (Jesus’) word (Jn 8.31)?

Fools – Read Psalm 107 v17-22
11. What was the plight of these people and again what were the 
causes in verses 17 & 18?

12. What was God’s response in verse 20? What do you think it 
means by “he sent out his word”?

13. Read John 5.24 (and remember what we read in John 8.31). 
How does the word bring hope for those “near the gates of 
death” (Ps 107.18)? 

Sailors – Read Psalm 107 v23-32
This Psalm is used in the “Forms of Prayer to be used at Sea” in the 
Book of Common Prayer.
14. What is the plight of the people described in verses 23 to 27? 
(Unlike the previous two groups there is no mention of a cause.)

15. Have you ever been caught in a storm at sea? What was it like? 
Did you do what verse 28 says?

16. What was God’s response in verses 29 to 30?


