
The Prayer of the Wise
Bible Study Groups
5 : 1 Kings 8.33-40

This passage was preached on Sunday 9 October 2011.  The audio is 
available at www.stjameschorley.org. 

The question we are asking in this study is how we should pray 
when things go wrong? Solomon is praying about events in the 
future, and mostly of a national nature.  However, his prayer also 
teaches us about how we should pray in such situations.  The 
problem is that when we suffer, or encounter it in others, we are so 
consumed by it that we find it difficult to think straight.  We are not 
left without help - the Bible gives us many examples of prayers we 
can use in such situations, such as Psalm 61 and Psalm 22, as well 
as examples of people like Job, Elijah and Paul to help us.  The 
value of Solomonʼs prayer is that if we take it to heart it should help 
us be more prepared for when suffering comes.
In the last study it was suggested that you list the seven whens and 
thens in verses 31 to 51.  You may find it helpful to look up what you 
wrote regarding verses 33 to 40 which covers sections 2, 3 and 4.
We will do quite a lot of looking up others passages in this study.

When disaster strikes
Read 1 Kings 8.33-36 

What is the disaster that Solomon envisages striking Israel in verse 
33? What is the reason he gives for the disaster?

As was mentioned in the sermon an example of this, which 
happened hundreds of years before, was the defeat of Israel in their 
attempts to capture the city of Ai.

What is the ʻthenʼ in each case and how does it relate to what has 
been said about the reason for the disaster?
What does this teach us about what we should ask God when we 
pray in such situations?
Repent or perish
Read Luke 13.1-5.  How does what Jesus says here relate to what 
we have seen from the prayer of Solomon?  What does Jesus 
therefore say should be our response when we hear of such crimes 
and disasters?
Do you think this is a message that we hear often from the Church 
when such things occur?

Thinking around
(Questions and discussion starters for those who get through the 
study quickly or want to explore some wider issues.) 
I would imagine that if you let the conversation flow you will by this 
point have found no shortage of difficult matters to discuss. However, 
here are three conversation starters in case you need them.
Given the amount of teaching in the Bible about the reality of sin and 
suffering, the things which Jesus said to His disciples, and the 
example of the suffering of Christians through the ages, why do you 
think it is that we, and others, are so shaken in our faith when 
problems arise?
Famously, when asked to write a piece for The Times under the title 
“What is wrong with the world?” G.K.Chesterton sent back just the 
words “Dear Sir, I am.” How would you explain this response from 
the Bible?
If someone was to ask you what is wrong with the world, how could 
you use it to explain the teaching of the Bible and the glorious gospel 
message?

David Phillips, October 2011



2 Cor 12.7 - Paul again

Rom 5.12 - why do we die?

In each of the situations above how do we know the reason why 
these people suffered?

How do we know the reason people suffer today?

What does the passage in John 9, and in particular the Book of Job 
teach us about the danger of presuming to know the reason for 
suffering?

Read : 1 Kings ch 8.37-40
What disasters does Solomon describe in verse 37?
What reason does he give for the disaster?
What should we pray?
In verses 33 and 35 how does Solomon expect people to pray? 
What different aspects of repentance are shown here?
How does verse 38 differ?
(The NIV translation does not make it clear but the Hebrew word 
translated “disaster” is verse 37 is the same in verse 38 where it is 
translated “afflictions”.)
When you suffer or encounter a disaster what does this verse 
suggest about how you should pray? Do you think this is your normal 
response to such situations?
We may not know the reason for suffering or disaster but what does 
verse 38 say about what we do know?
What does verse 39 tell us about what God knows?
Praying for forgiveness
We thought about this particularly last week from a later section of 
the prayer but look now at the three ʻthenʼs in verses 34, 36 and 
39-40.

From Joshua 7.3-4 - what was the disaster?

From Joshua 7.10-12 - what was the reason for the disaster?

 What is the disaster that Solomon envisages striking Israel in verse 
35? What is the reason he gives for for the disaster?

Such a disaster came in the days of Elijah.

From 1 Kings 17.1 & 18.1 - what was the disaster and how long did it 
last?

From 1 Kings 16.30-33 - what was the reason for the disaster?

Why do people suffer?
This is one of the biggest problems people have in accepting the 
gospel and also in continuing in faith.  Before considering the next 
ʻwhenʼ and ʻthenʼ in Solomonʼs prayer we will look at examples of 
suffering elsewhere in the Bible.

There are churches who seem to say that when people suffer it is 
because they have sinned. Some Christians can be quite messed up 
by such teaching when they suffer illness, bereavement or there is 
suffering in their family. You may like to discuss this first, especially if 
you have encountered it yourself, or you may prefer to look at the 
following passages first.

In each of the passages below ask the question who is suffering and 
why?

Job 1.13-19.   There are two different reasons given for his suffering : 
Job 5.17 & 11.6 (the wrong reason)  and Job 1.8-12 (the right 
reason).

Acts 12.21-23 - Herod (Agrippa).

John 9.1-3 - the man born blind

2 Cor 11.23-28 - Paul


