
The Prayer of the Wise
Bible Study Groups
4 : 1 Kings 8.46-51

This passage was preached on Sunday 2 October 2011.  The audio is 
available at www.stjameschorley.org. We have jumped over a section of 
the prayer which we will return to in future weeks. 

Praying for Forgiveness
I once interviewed someone (for a Finance Assistant role) who when 
asked if he had any questions wanted to know why Anglicans use a 
prayer of confession in their Sunday services. He believed that 
having come to faith in Christ we are forgiven and should not keep 
praying for forgiveness. How would you have responded?

The message of Jesus and the Apostles is summarised as “repent 
and believe” (Mk 1.15, Acts 20.21).  In this study we are not so much 
thinking about our repentance when the Lord first opens our heart to 
the gospel but the fact that we continue to fall to temptation and sin.

Digging in the passage
Read : 1 Kings ch 8.31-51
We are concentrating on v46-51 but there is a pattern to this part of 
the prayer. There are seven sections each including a “when”  and a 
“then”.  You may find it helpful for this and future studies to make a 
list summarising each of the seven sections.  (Note the “when” in the 
5th petition comes near the end rather than at the beginning.)

In the final petition, verses 46 to 51, what is the when?
What condition is attached (the “if”s of v47 and 48)?
What is Solomonʼs plea (the “then”)?

Thinking around
(Questions and discussion starters for those who get through the 
study quickly or want to explore some wider issues.) 
Is sin really sin
I wrote an article a few years ago on The Doctrine of Sin in 
Contemporary Theology.  Many theologians accept uncritically the 
idea of human evolution.  What they then wrestle with is what to 
make of the idea of sin.
• Some see sin as something that keeps us back and from which we 

must therefore emerge - evolving sufficiently to leave it behind.
• Others see sin as an illusion.  What we think of as sin is merely 

part of the fight for survival.  Sin is therefore morally neutral.
• Still others claim that sin was the invention of religious people in 

order to exert control over people through grief.
If you were an atheist what would you think of the idea of sin? How 
would you set about convincing such an atheist that sin is real and is 
a spiritual problem.
Christian Perfectionism
John Wesley and others associated with the beginning of Methodism 
believed in a form of Christian Perfectionism. Wesleyʼs view is quite 
confusing because he did not equate perfection with being sinless.
What followed from this was the Holiness Movement which taught 
that it is possible to live free of voluntary sin. They saw salvation as 
coming through faith in Christ but “entire sanctification” is a second 
work of grace through the Holy Spirit. 
If there is sufficient information here, or if you have encountered 
these views before, or can do some more research, you may like to 
discuss these views. 
(The Holiness Movement was a strong influence in the early Keswick 
Conventions and many early Pentecostals also came from within the 
Holiness Movement emphasising the second work of grace as 
Baptism in the Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking in tongues.)
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Praying for forgiveness - in private
Some people use mnemonics like ACTS (Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, Supplication) to structure their prayer.  Do you include 
confession as a regular part of your own private prayers?  How easy 
is this to do?
Praying for forgiveness - in public
Christians have used open public confession at times, perhaps more 
so in the past. We tend to associate this with high profile cases such 
as some American tele-evangelists or even Bill Clinton.  Are there 
occasions when you think this can be valuable?  How does it relate 
to praying for confession?  What are the dangers?
Praying for forgiveness - in church
In the Church of England public confession means the practice of 
reading a prayer of confession together.  What benefits do you think 
this has and what problems?
Are there particular written confessions we use which you find 
helpful, or unhelpful, and why?
What do you think visitors make of the practice of confession?
The Confessional
In the Roman Catholic Church, and some ʻhighʼ Anglicans, private 
confession to a priest is used.  What do you think of this?
Absolution
In Church of England services there is often a prayer or declaration 
after the confession sometimes called the Absolution.  This is to be 
said by a “priest” and so in modern use it is often replaced by a 
further prayer said by the service leader.
Do you think this is right or not?  How would you defend your view 
from Biblical teaching.  In particular have a look at John 20.22-23 
and Lk 24.47-48 and discuss whether you think they provide a basis 
for the practice of absolution.
 

The sin of Israel
“When they sin against you” refers the people of Israel.  Why should 
the people of Israel known better?
A universal problem
Solomon continues ʻfor there is no one who does not sin”. What do 
you think this meant for the people of other nations in Solomonʼs day 
who did not have the Law in the way that Israel did?  What does it 
mean for people today who have not heard the gospel?
Paul deals with these matters in the early chapters of Romans.  The 
arguments are quite detailed and can be confusing but two verses to 
look at are Rom 3.23 and Rom 1.18-21.
The wrath of God
Solomon speaks of the anger of God (see also Romans 1.18 above).  
Do you think this is an easy subject to speak about today?
The characterisation of some preachers of past generation was that 
they were “hell-fire” preachers. What about preaching today?  Is sin 
and the wrath of God too prominent, not prominent enough or just 
right?
How do you think visitors react to such preaching?
Repentance
What different aspects of repentance are mentioned in verses 46-48 
(these were identified in the sermon)?
When we have done wrong what are the difficulties that we and 
others face in having a “change of heart”?  What stops us doing this 
and how can we help ourselves and others in this?
How easy do you find it pray sincerely for forgiveness? What are the 
the things that make this difficult for us and others?
What sort of things make it difficult to “return to the Lord” heart and 
soul? In particular how easy is it to truly break with sinful patterns of 
behaviour?  Are there things we can do to try to avoid falling for the 
same temptations again?


