
The Prayer of the Wise
Bible Study Groups
3 : 1 Kings 8.28-30

This study is based on the passage above and also on Luke 18.1-8 which 
was preached on by Phil Parker at the morning services on Sunday 25 
September 2011. The audio is available at www.stjameschorley.org.

Fervency in Prayer : Digging in the passage
Read : 1 Kings ch 8.27-30

What different words for prayer are used in these verses? What 
does each of the words convey to you?

How do you normally think of prayer?

Can you think of other biblical words for prayer which convey its 
depth and breadth?

How does Solomon describe himself in these few verses?  What 
does this show about his own attitude in prayer?

What do the range of words Solomon uses here suggest about the 
fervency of his prayer?

We cannot manufacture fervency in prayer and yet the language and 
the attitude of our heart in prayer betray what really matters to us. 
Try to think of some examples of fervent prayer in the Bible. 

Can you think of times you have prayed, or things you have prayed 
for, that have made your prayers particularly intense?

Why do you think it is that some things stir us up in this way and 
others do not?  Are there things we can do to help us to pray more 
fervently?

to change his mind in response to prayer, the most notable being 
when Abraham prayed for Sodom (which made no practical 
difference) and when Moses prayed for Israel (which apparently 
transformed the future). The parable which Jesus told in Luke 18 
also implies that God responds to the prayers of his children.
It is not easy to hold these things together but is it wise to favour one 
over the other?  Discuss.
Whilst we may appear to get God to change His mind prayer is also, 
to use an expression of C H Spurgeon, “the tool by which the Potter 
shapes the clay”.

Does God change?
Since the 1980s a view has emerged with North American 
evangelicalism that has become known as the “Openness of God 
Theology”. They reject the idea that God is immutable (unchanging).  
In particular various theologians have argued that God can make 
mistakes and has regrets, that he takes risks, and that he suffers as 
we do. Various other classical doctrines also get dismissed. They 
support these assertions from Scripture and yet most of their views 
would have been condemned in the early centuries of the Church as 
heretical.
One particular issue is the claim that God deliberately limits His 
knowledge of the future in order that man can have genuine free will. 
Within orthodox theology the notion of free will is always within strict 
bounds because God is sovereign.
What do you think of this idea and how would you respond to it.

David Phillips, September 2011



Persistence in Prayer : Digging in the passage
Read : Luke 18.1-8
In the sermon Phil mentioned various barriers to prayer under the 
heading “the world, the flesh and the devil”.

What barriers does the world pose to prayer?

What barriers does the flesh pose to prayer? (ie. our own 
weaknesses).

Phil mentioned particularly the discouragement that comes from 
unanswered prayer. How significant it this in your own prayer life?

What barriers does the devil seek to set up to prayer?

In case you got distracted in the sermon (as I did) trying to 
remember where the phrase comes from it is part of the litany in the 
Book of Common Prayer: “From fornication, and all other deadly sin; 
and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Spare 
us, good Lord.”
What do you think of the parallel Jesus draws between the unjust 
judge and God?  Would you think this an appropriate way to speak 
about God if it had not come from Jesus?

Thinking around
(Questions and discussion starters for those who get through the 
study quickly or want to explore some wider issues.) 
Does God respond to prayer?
On the one hand we appear to be taught in the Bible that God does 
not change His mind and that in some sense at least the future is 
pre-determined. This can make us think that prayer will make no 
difference and lead to fatalism more which is more characteristic of 
Islam than Christianity.
On the other hand there are places in the Bible where God appears 

How do you find praying together in Church or in a small group? 
Does this seem a more remote way of praying?

There are different ways of praying together.  What do you think of 
the following in terms of how helpful they are in enabling us to pray 
together?  How does the setting affect what is helpful?

Extempore pray - the leader makes it up as they go along.
Written prayers - where the leader writes what they are going 
to say beforehand.
Collects and prayers - where the leader uses prayers written by  
others, sometimes with short introductory biddings.
Litanies - where people join in with a response after each 
section or petition.

Lord hear our prayer :

Go through the three verses again and notice how many times 
Solomon asks God to attend both to his prayer and the prayers of the 
people in years to come. What words does he use?

What gives us confidence that God does hear our prayer?

How does what Solomon prays here fit with the opening verses we 
looked at in the previous study?

The Place of Prayer:

What does Solomon pray that tells us of both the importance of the 
Temple and also what the Temple was not?

We have looked at it before but how important is the place of prayer 
for Christians?  Remember John 4.21.

The end of v29 suggests that people would pray towards the Temple 
and certainly we know that in exile Daniel prayed towards Jerusalem.  
What do you think of the custom of churches in this country being 
built to face East?


