
The Prayer of the Wise
Bible Study Groups
2 : 1 Kings 8.22-27

This passage was preached at the morning services on Sunday 18 
September 2011. The audio is available at www.stjameschorley.org.

Digging in the passage
Read : 1 Kings ch 8.22-27

A pattern for prayer : This prayer follows a certain pattern found in 
some other prayers in the Bible but particularly in written prayers 
such as collects. It begins by saying something about God, and then 
praying on the basis of this.

What are the three main things said about God in the prayer?

What do you think are the benefits of using this as a pattern?

When you pray, privately or in a group, are there particular ways you 
use to address God?  What ways do you notice that other people 
use?  What do you think is significant about the expressions people 
use?

What ways do Christians draw their prayers to a close and why?

Exercise : You may each like to write a brief prayer following the 
pattern we have seen. Say something about God that is related to 
what you are asking, and then let that shape what you ask. You 
could use these prayers now, or at the end of the meeting.

Thinking around
(Questions and discussion starters for those who get through the 
study quickly or want to explore some wider issues.)
Praying with and to the saints : Who should we pray to?
The practice of praying for the dead and of asking them to pray for us 
appears to have arisen quite early in Christian history.  One 
argument used to justify it is that in this life we ask our friends to pray  
for us and we pray for them, so why should that stop if they die?
The Protestant objection to this was not new, but it was stirred up 
particularly because of the abuses that had arisen in the medieval 
church. They also objected that this practice has no warrant in 
Scripture.  Moreover, if we pray for the dead it suggests that they 
need our prayers (as the idea of purgatory implies) whereas the Bible 
teaches that if we die in Christ we are in paradise and so we no 
longer need people to pray for us. The practice of asking the dead to 
pray for us involves communicating with the dead, whereas mediums 
and the like are expressly condemned in the Bible (Deut 18.11 etc). 
Discuss.

Only One God : If you begin with a philosophical concept of god as 
the supreme being then it is reasonable to say that all religions are 
worshipping the same supreme being since there can only be one 
such.  (Ignoring for convenience people like the Buddhists who donʼt 
believe in such a being.)  But if we begin, as the Bible begins, with an 
encounter with the LORD who says of Himself “I Am Who I Am” and 
His Son who says of Himself “If you have seen me you have seen 
the Father” then what does this say for our understanding of God and 
of other religions?  Is Allah really the same as the LORD?
(I have deliberately written LORD in capitals as our English Bibles do 
to denote the proper name of God hwhy which Jews will never read 
but which was revealed to Moses as recorded in Exodus chapter 3.)
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The New Covenant is a covenant in the blood of Christ (Lk 22.20).  If 
you have time you might look at Heb 8.7-13 and 12.24.  

In what ways does this New Covenant shape our prayers?

God Keeps his promises : 
If you have time read 1 Kings 8.14-21 where Solomon speaks to the 
people before he turns to prayer.  What is the promise to David he 
mentions here? (This is recorded in 2 Samuel 7.8-17.)

How had this promise been fulfilled?

What is the second promise to David, which Solomon mentions in 
the prayer itself? (This is recorded in 2 Samuel 7.12 & 16.)

How does this second promise to David shape Solomonʼs prayer?

What is the condition that Solomon mentions as attached to the 
promise?

The Bible shows us that this promise was ultimately fulfilled in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (eg Luke 1.30-32)

What is the importance for us, and for our prayers, that it is Jesus 
who is the fulfilment of this promise?  (Have a think and then look up 
one or more of the following - Acts 2.29-39, Acts 5.30-31 & Rom 
8.34.)

If you have not already done so when thinking about the Covenant 
try to list now some of the other promises we have in the Bible and 
then ask how each of them can shape our prayers.

The God who is : If someone asked you to describe God what 
would you say?  What sort of words would you use?

It might seem odd to say that there is no god like God.  However, 
whilst there are statements in the Bible about the nature of God, the 
people of God in the Bible are shaped by their encounter with God.

Read : Exodus 3 v6 & v13-15.

From this encounter of God with Moses what sort of words would you 
use to describe God?

How does what Solomon says about God shape what he goes on to 
pray?

How does the encounter with Jesus change and shape our 
understanding of God? (Think first and then you might like to look up 
John 1.18 and 14.7-9).

How does this truth about Christ shape our prayers as Christians?

Covenant of Love : 
Read : Deuteronomy 7 v 7-12 which seems to provide the 
background to this phrase.

What is being promised by the Lord in these in 1 Kings and in 
Deuteronomy?

How is this significant for what Solomon goes on to pray?

What are the conditions which the Lord attaches to the Covenant in 
Deuteronomy 7?

If you read on in Deuteronomy 7 you will see that blessings are 
attached to the Covenant.  But there is another side.  Towards the 
end of the book a ceremony is held when both the blessings and 
curses of God are declared.  We will encounter the curses as we go 
through Solomonʼs prayers since they seem to lie behind what 
Solomon says.


