
14. What does it mean to have “full assurance of faith” (v22) and 
what have we seen in 8.7-10.27 showing us why we can have such 
assurance?

15. Why is it so important that we keep meeting together (v25)?

16. What are the things that might hinder us from meeting together? 
On the day of Christ’s return what will be the value of those things?

Pray
There is more pressure today than in the recent past for people to 
neglect to meet together. Pray that we would see its importance and 
prioritise it in our lives.
Pray for our Mission in March, for the events at other churches and 
for the Safari Supper, Afternoon Tea, Fashion evening, joint youth 
event, Football, Film evening and Sunday services at St. James. 
Pray for the speakers including the students who will be with us for 
the second weekend. Pray particularly that people be invited to 
events and that God would change people’s lives through faith in 
Christ.
Pray for the Lent Groups which will start w/c 11th March and that 
people who don’t normally attend study groups would want to sign 
up.

David Phillips,
January 2019

The Greatest
Study 5 : A Better Covenant
Hebrews 8.7-10.27

A covenant is a binding agreement. In English Bibles the word 
testament is sometimes used.
Read Hebrews 8.7-13
1. What do these verses say was the problem with the old covenant (v9).

2. In Heb 7.22 and 8.6 we read about a better covenant. Why is it 
better according to Heb 7.7-13?

3. What does the coming of the new covenant mean for the old?

Read Hebrews 9.1-10
4. These verses give a good summary of the layout of the 
Tabernacle (Tent) and later Temple. What were the key features to 
the layout, content and activity?



5. If the old covenant is “obsolete” (8.13) does that mean the Old 
Testament scriptures are no longer important? What did we see in 
study 1 about this?

6. What was the shortcoming of the old covenant (v9)?

7. Some of the early Christians were apparently tempted to return to 
the old rituals and rules. Why do you think that was? Can we be 
tempted in similar ways today?

Read Hebrews 9.11-14
8. How does Christ deal with the shortcoming we identified in 
questions 6?

9. In the new covenant what is the equivalent for the following:
• the High Priest
• the tent
• ongoing sacrifices
• the blood of animals

Read Hebrews 9.15-22
Verses 16&17 are the only place where some modern translations use 
the word “will” (as in last will and testament) rather than “covenant”.
10. What blessings of the new covenant are referred to in verse 15?

11. What do these verses say about why the death of Christ is so 
important to our faith?

 
Read Hebrews 9.23-28
The Tabernacle and later Temple are here referred to as earthly 
copies of heavenly things. 
12. Protestants say that at the Mass Roman Catholics think they are 
sacrificing Christ again. How do these verses speak to that 
argument?

(Catholics deny they are re-sacrificing and claim they are just        
“re-presenting” the sacrifice - which sounds like playing with words.)

13. What does it mean in practice to be “eagerly waiting” for Christ to 
appear a second time?

Read Hebrews 10.19-27
We have skipped 10.1-18.


