
The Throne of Grace
Read again Hebrews 4.14-16
15. Why does knowing what we have seen about Christ mean we 
should hold fast our confession? How does growing in spiritual 
understanding and maturity help us in holding fast?

16. How should knowing more about the depth of who Christ is help 
us when we face temptation and when we pray?

Pray
Pray for the teaching ministry of our Church, for David, Phil and Eric 
especially as they preach on Sundays, for wisdom in knowing what 
level to preach at, for the preparation of our Bible study notes and for 
all who are teaching young people about the faith in our church 
groups and school.
Pray for Christian authors, publishers and book distributors 
(including 10ofThose) and for conferences and events (Keswick 
Convention, Yorkshire Camps, Men’s and Women’s Conventions 
etc), that such things would help people to grow in faith and 
understanding and people would take advantage of them.
Pray for our Mission in March, for the organisation of the various 
events being planned, for publicity, those speaking, and particularly 
for people who we can invite along.

David Phillips,
January 2019

The Greatest
Study 4 : Better than Aaron
Hebrews 4.14-8.6

This section is about Jesus as High Priest except for a long aside in 
the middle (5.11-6.20) about the need to mature in understanding.

Jesus the High Priest
Read Hebrews 4.14-16
1. What things are said about Jesus as our High Priest in the 
following verses?
• Heb 2.17
• Heb 3.1
• Heb 4.14
• Heb 4.15

Read Hebrews 5.1-10
2. How was Aaron appointed High Priest? (v4) How is Jesus similar 
to Aaron in this?

3. What was Aaron’s problem in being a high priest? (V2-3)

4. Read Hebrews 7.27. How did Jesus differ from Aaron?

(The subject of Christ’s self-offering will be picked up in study 5.)



5. Hebrews 5.6 quotes from Psalm 110, which is about the promised 
king, the Messiah. But what does the verse also say about this king? 
Do you know what the name Melchizedek means?

Maturity in Understanding
The fact that Jesus is of “the order of Melchizedek” in 5.10 prompts a 
long aside to the end of chapter 6 where Melchizedek is mentioned 
again. The author is concerned that the people’s poor growth in 
understanding about Christ had left them vulnerable to false 
teaching. The main theme is picked up in chapter 7 verse 1.
Read Hebrews 5.11-6.1
6. How long have you been a Christian? How much progress have 
you made in your understanding during that time?

7. Are there things that would help you to grow in spiritual maturity?

8. On a Sunday in church there will be people with very different 
levels of understanding and faith (from first timers and unbelievers to 
those who have been coming for decades and those whose faith has 
been refined by fire). How should we deal with such diversity in 
services and church life?

The Order of Melchizedek
Read Heb 6.19-20
9. What is the amazing reassurance given by these words and how 
should we respond to it?

10. What does it say about Jesus and Melchizedek?

Read Hebrews 7.1-4
(This refers back to Genesis 14.18-20.)
11. How does what happened show Melchizedek was greater than 
Abraham?

12. How does this also point to Jesus being greater than Aaron? 
(See v6-7 and remember Aaron was descended from Levi.)

13. The first readers of Hebrews were being tempted to go back to 
the Law (Moses) and the Priesthood (Aaron), how do these chapters 
show that in Christ they have gone back before Moses and Aaron?

Read Hebrews 8.1-6
14. How does the argument of this section conclude in showing the 
superiority of Christ and the new covenant?


