
The Full Armour of God
Lent Course 2014

Week 1 : Know your enemy (Eph 6.10-12)
Read Ephesians chapter 6 verses 10 to 20.
We will be looking at these verses over the five weeks of the course 
and they tie in with this term’s Sunday morning sermons on 
Ephesians.

1. What does verse 11 tell us about why we need to put on “the full 
armour of God”?

Because our fight is spiritual, the armour is also spiritual (faith, truth 
etc).

2. Who is the enemy identified in verse 11 and verse 12?

3. C S Lewis wrote : There are two equal and opposite errors into 
which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their 
existence. The other is to believe and feel an excessive and 
unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by 
both errors, and hail a materialist and a magician with the same 
delight.
Do you think Lewis is right? Do you think one of these errors is more 
likely to prevail today?  Are you more likely to dismiss the danger of 
spiritual evil or be too interested in it?

9. Military Language
In the late 1990s when the baptism service was being revised a 
particular form of words drew the fire of the modernisers:
“Fight valiantly as a soldier of Christ against sin, the world, and the 
devil, and continue His faithful soldier and servant to the end of your 
life.”

Do you think, as did the majority in General Synod, that this was too 
militaristic?

Is there a problem with using militaristic language about our spiritual 
warfare as used in Ephesians 6?

Why do you think people within the churches are bothered by this?

Remember that our battle is not against flesh and blood - churches in 
history have sometimes forgotten this  - it is the role of governing 
authorities to bear the sword (Rom 13.1-4)
Pray
Pray for those struggling with temptation, anger, or forgiveness or 
other things that the devil might exploit.
Pray for those involved in deliverance ministry (to avoid “unhealthy 
interest” this is rightly kept low key but every Diocese has 
deliverance teams or advisors for when issues arise).
Please pray each week for our forthcoming A Passion for Life 
mission (beginning on 6th April).
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4. Is it fair to say that over recent years there has been a growth in 
interest in spiritual evil in the world around us, and, if so, in what 
ways?

5. Are things like the Harry Potter books and films just harmless, or 
could they lead to an unhealthy interest in spiritual darkness?

6. Do you think it is better for Christian parents to shield their 
children from such things, or to expose them and try to explain the 
dangers?

(If you are worried about the devil or spiritual evil we will see that all 
we need do is take up the armour of God and stand, there is no 
reason to fear. “Resist the devil and he will flee from you” Jas 4.7).

7. The ways of the devil.
Read two or three of the following passages and for each ask:
• What is being described?
• How does this give opportunity to the devil?
• How should we resist this?
• Is this a particular problem you face?

(a) 2 Corinthians chapter 2 verse 5 to 11.

(b) 2 Corinthians chapter 11 verses 3 to 5.

(c) Ephesians chapter 4 verses 26 to 27.

Sidelines
8. A revised baptism service
In January the national press reported on a revised baptism service 
being trialled in various churches. One change is the removal of the 
question to parents and godparents "Do you reject the devil and all 
rebellion against God?". Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali accused the 
church of dumbing down its teaching in order to accommodate 
people who don’t really believe what they are saying.
Do you think Bishop Michael has a point?

Is the rejection of the devil a part of repentance?

Do we in fact dumb down this aspect in our outreach?

(We don’t use this revised service at St James. Last year we started 
using a modern form of the much older service that definitely doesn’t 
dumb down such things.)


