
Lenten Salad
Week 2 - “Let us draw near”

This study is on the first part of chapter 10 which looks back at the 
Old Testament sacrifices, at the finished work of Christ and at our 
response.

The Law
Read Hebrews 10.1-4
1. What is said in verse 1 about the offerings of the Old Testament 
compared to what was to come? What is ‘what was to come’?

2. Though the Old Testament sacrifices were commanded by God 
what are we told in these verses about their limitations? Does this 
mean that people in those days could not be forgiven or have true 
faith? (If in doubt see chapter 11.)

When Christ came
Read Hebrews 10.5-18
3. What does Hebrews 9.22 say about why animals were sacrificed 
in the Old Testament? What is the offering made in the New 
Testament?

15. What does 4.16 say about the benefit of drawing near the throne 
of grace? How should this help us in prayer?

16. From Paul’s experience of being promised grace in 2 
Corinthians 12.7-9 should we expect to always receive what we 
want?

Pray

Give thanks for Jesus’ sacrifice and what he endured for us. Pray 
that God would help us to grow in knowledge, faith and assurance.

Pray that we would have confidence to approach God in prayer and 
to pray for grace. Ask that God would help you to grow in a desire to 
pray and for the importance of prayer in our church.

Pray for the Real Lives events and particularly for Roger Carswell 
interviewing people and speaking at the meetings at St Michaels’ and 
for him and others speaking at others events.
Pray that people would come to see that it is only through Christ’s 
finished work that we can come to God, draw near and find mercy.
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4. Pick out the verses in this passage that stress that this new 
offering was made only once (“once for all” here means for all time 
not all people)

5. How do verses 12 and 14 show that the work of Christ is 
completed and finished?

6. At the Reformation (which began 500 years ago this year) one of 
the criticisms was of the teaching about the “the mass” (the medieval 
communion service) in which it was claimed that Christ was being re-
sacrificed, or his sacrifice re-presented, by a priest. How do these 
verses in Hebrews 10 show the error in that idea?

7. Given what Christ has done and that it was once for all time, what 
does this say about whether it is possible to draw near to God by any  
other way?

8. Verse 14 talks about people being perfected. Some have therefore 
said that believers are perfect and cannot sin.  What is the danger in 
this idea? Does it fit with your experience, or of what we read of the 
early believers in the New Testament?

Therefore...
Read Hebrews 10.19-23
These verses summarise chapters 7 to 10.
9. The Holy Place and Curtain are explained in Hebrews 9.1-7. How, 
according to the verses in chapter 10, has Jesus taken over and 
completed the task of the high priest?
 

10. What is the significance of what happened to the Temple curtain 
when Jesus was crucified? (See Matthew 27.51, Mark 15.38 or Luke 
23.45.)

11. Read Hebrews 4.14-16 and make a note of how ‘draw near’ and ‘hold 
fast’ (last week’s subject) both occur in each of 4.14-16 and 10.19-23.

12. Why do you think God should accept you?

13. What does it mean to you to say we should ‘draw near with 
confidence” (see also 10.19) and “with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith”?

14. Some would say that the idea of having assurance is boastful or 
arrogant. How can truly believing that the saving work of Christ is 
finished give us confidence and assurance?


