
16. Read 1 Sam 8.5-7.  When the people later asked for a King what 
did God say they really doing?

17. How do what we have looked at in these two chapters show 
people rejecting God as their King?

Pray
Give thanks for all the leaders of our children’s groups and the 
children who attend week by week. Pray that as the young people 
choose books at the prizegiving these would be read and would 
encourage them to walk in Christ’s ways. 
Pray for those in authority in our country. Pray particularly for 
whoever becomes our next Prime Minister. Pray that the Lord would 
rule the hearts of our leaders that they would not do what is right in 
their own eyes but what is right in His eyes.
Pray that as we read, study and hear God’s word taught we would 
“diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that 
which is right in His eyes, and give ear to His commandments and 
keep all His statutes” (Ex 15.26).

David Phillips,
June 2019

Judges
Study 4 : Judges  17 & 18

Judges 17-21 are a sort of appendix with two incidents which show 
the spiritual and moral decay of Israel. There are two incidents with 
some common threads and phrases. We will look at the first which, 
like the second, took place early in the time of Judges.

Read Judges 17-1-5
1. Which of the 10 Commandments were broken by Micah? (You 
may need to read Exodus 20.1-17) (This is not Micah the prophet.)

2. Of the commandments you have listed how widely are they 
broken today and do people see this as a bad thing?

3. How do Deuteronomy 12.5-6  and Exodus 29.9 show that others 
commands were also being broken?

In their own eyes - Read Judges 17.6
The two phrases in verse 6 are clearly important and are repeated in 
at the very end of Judges. See also Proverbs 21.2.
4. How have we seen Micah doing “what was right in his own eyes”?



5. To what extent does this phrase describe our society, and churches, 
today? Are there particular ways in which you think it does?

6. How should Christians respond to the situation?

7. How had Micah’s initial sin now spread to others?

Read Judges 17.7-18.2 & 18.14-20 & 18.30-31
8. How did the sin spread further in what followed?

9. Why did Micah think it better to have a Levite as his priest 
(17.13)? From what we saw in Ex 29.9 was it better? (Priests, 
Aarons descendants, were part of the tribe of Levi, but only part.)

10. In what ways do we see that Micah thought what he was doing 
was right in God’s eyes? Given what we have seen from God’s 
commands how can he have thought this?

The answer to this question will be the subject of one of the sermons 
on Judges. Keep a lookout.

11. How can people end up like this, thinking that what they are 
doing is right in God’s eyes, when in truth it is only right in their own 
eyes? What is the prevention and cure of this ailment?

12. When you read “in those days there was no king in Israel” (17.6, 
& 18.1) what does it seem to imply about how having no king and the 
lawlessness are related?

13. How might a good king have helped?

14. If you were king (or the next Prime Minister if you could get on 
the ballot paper, and didn’t have to worry about Brexit) what would 
your priorities be?

15. From what you know of the Old Testament do you think things 
were better or worse in the time of the Kings compared with the time 
of the Judges?


