
Read Judges 9.50 & 53-54
16. How did Abimelech’s death fulfil, though less literally, the word of 
Jotham (9.20)?

17. Six of the judges had to deliver Israel from the oppression of 
enemies? Who were the enemies in chapters 8 & 9.

In 1953 the cartoonist Walt Kelly first parodied a well known 
quotation which in a later cartoon became “we have met the enemy 
and he is us”.

Pray
Pray for our national leaders to exercise authority wisely, and for a 
proper respect for those in authority in our country today.
Pray for Abigail (Raby) and Oliver as they get married on 20th July 
and for their future life together. Pray that marriage would be 
properly valued and honoured as something made by God and good 
in His sight.
Pray for Alex and Kate Phillips awaiting the birth of their second child 
and for their continuing studies and ministry whilst they, and Euan, 
adjust to being a bigger family.
Pray for the responses to the relaunched appeal regarding the 
Families Ministry and for the PCC deciding on the hours and other 
details prior to the post being advertised.

David Phillips,
June 2019

Judges
Study 5 : Judges  9

Abimelech neither judged, saved or delivered Israel but the account 
of his evil occupies this full chapter of Scripture.

Read Judges 8.29-35
1. How had the people of Israel failed Gideon despite the fact that he 
had saved them from the Midianites?

2. Do you think in our time our national leaders are treated with 
sufficient respect?  

3. Gideon saved Israel at that time but Christ is our great saviour. In 
what different way should we and do we show “steadfast love” (v35) 
to Christ?

Read Judges 9.1-6
4. Gideon, also known as Jurubbaal, had been a faithful deliver of 
Israel and had refused the request to be made king (Jdg 8.22-23). 
How did Abimelech fail to live up to the good example of his father?



5. Gideon had misused his authority and sinned in making an ephod 
which led his family and all of Israel into sin (Jdg 8.27-28). How do 
you think Abimelech was affected by this?

6. Gideon had many wives and 70 sons living and lived in Oprah. But 
Abimelech was the son of a concubine and was brought up in a 
different town, Shechem. How do you think this affected Abimelech 
and his later ambition?

7. To what extent do you think upbringing influences how children 
then go on to behave in adulthood?

8. The preacher Charles Simeon used to say that “worthless men 
desire the honours which the wise and good decline”. How do we 
seem to see this in Abimelech.

9. What is the place of ambition in any area of life, including the 
workplace, and how does it fit with Christian faith? 

10. What direction is given about ambition in Philippians 2.3-5?

Read Judges 9.7-21
11. In Jotham’s story the trees are the people of Shechem, the fruitful 
tree is Gideon and the thorn bush is Abimelech. What does his story 
therefore say about the people and their new king?

12. What was Jotham saying was going to happen to the people and 
the king? (We will see that it turned out to be prophetic.)

Read Judges 9.22-24
13. What is the reason for what comes next?

Read Judges 9.28-29
14. Abimelech had been made king by others but against God and 
secured his role by killing others. How did Abimelech’s action invite 
others (ie Gaal) to try something similar.  What equivalents do we 
see in the world today?

Read Judges 9.45-49 (the city in v45 is Shechem)
15. How did Abimelech’s brutality fulfil the words of Jotham (9.20).


