
16. We pray that God would “lead us not into temptation” (though the 
true source of temptation is out own desires - Jas 1.14), but how can 
the testing of faith in this way help us? How is it similar to future 
generations being taught war (Judges 3.2)?

17. What assurance, and therefore also warning, are we given 
regarding testing and temptation in 1 Corinthians 10.13?

Pray
Pray for our own witness to people of other faiths that it would be 
gracious and out of a longing that people would come to understand 
the truth about Christ and find salvations through Him.  Pray also for 
Christian organisations and individuals seeking to share the gospel 
with those of other faiths and in countries where there is often open 
hostility.
Pray for our service at St James’ school on 23th June (11am), and 
that people would join us for the service, picnic and games. Pray for 
all of us at that service and for the children during school worship 
this half term thinking about Jesus’ teaching.
Pray that God would not lead us into temptation and that we would 
each resist temptation knowing that He gives us the ability to do so.

David Phillips,
June 2019

Judges
Study 2 : Judges 2.11-3.5

These verses describe a general pattern of events in the time 
of the Judges. Chapters 3-16 then describe a series of cycles 
(some say 7) of apostasy, judgment and deliverance.

Evil and Anger : Read Judges 2.11-15
1. How are the failures of the Israelites described in these verses?

2. How were they breaking the first of the ten commandments? See 
Exodus 20.2-3.

3. How had Baal worship already been a snare to Israel even during 
the time of Moses? See Numbers 25.1-3

The problem of Baal worship did not go away. It was still going on in the 
time of the Kings (eg 1 Kings 16.31 & 18.18) and is given as a reason 
for the eventual destruction of northern Israel (2 Kings 17.16-18).

4. Some today would say that people worship the same God by 
different names. How does this fit with the first commandment, what 
we see in Judges, etc?



5. What should be the Christian attitude to those of other faiths? Are 
they all just different paths up the same mountain?

6. Why from verse 15 should the people have known better? How 
had He warned them for example in Deuteronomy 31.17-18?

7. Why do you think we can know God’s commands, and of His love 
for us in Christ, and yet still keep on disobeying?

8. How do these verses in Judges describe the anger of the Lord 
being revealed?

Deliverance : Read Judges 2.16-18
9. How was the situation of the Israelites at the end of verse 15? 
How did they respond according to the second half of verse 18?

10. We will see later in the book that oppression did lead people cry 
out to the Lord (eg Judg 3.9). But how do verses 16-18 focus on the 
grace of God as He took the initiative in saving them?

11. How is this grace of God in taking the initiative in salvation a 
pointer to the gospel message? How does it compare to what we 
see in Romans 5.8 and Ephesians 2.4-5?

They turned back : Read Judges 2.19-3.6
“But .. they turned back” could summarise much of the Old Testament. 
12. How does verse 19 suggest that things got worse as time went 
on? History shows that such decay is not unusual, until God 
intervenes. Why can morality decay in that way? Do you think that 
most people at the time thought things were getting worse?

13. In the previous study we saw how Israel had not driven out the 
other peoples as they had been told to do. Why, according to verses 
20 and 21 would they not be able to do so?

14. How does verse 23 suggest that the reason the Lord had not driven 
out the nations in Joshua’s time was so that they might be left to test 
Israel in the future because of their disobedience after Joshua had 
died? What does that suggest about what God knew would happen?

15. How would the nations left behind be a test for Israel (2.21, 3.1 & 
3.4)? What actually happened later? (See the note after question 3.)


