
The Word became Flesh
John chapter 1 Bible studies
& Bishop Julian’s vision document
Week 1

Read John 1.1-14.

1.If you were going to be stranded on a desert island and could take 
only one gospel, which would you take and why?

2. What do these verses reveal about who Jesus is and His 
relationship to God the Father?

3. Preaching on some of these verses Phil Parker mentioned the 
1970s book “The Myth of God Incarnate”. The authors said that 
modern people could no longer accept that Jesus was the Word 
made flesh and urged the church to change its teaching. Why do you 
think people find it difficult to accept what is said in these verses?

4. Is it necessary for us to understand the depth of what is revealed 
in these verses in John in order for us to believe them? Are there 
things here you particularly struggle with, either to understand or to 
accept?

13. Are there particular things you would find helpful to encourage 
you in private prayer and in praying together?

Pray

Pray for the teaching ministry at St James, for Sunday preaching, our 
Bible study groups, children’s groups etc.

Pray for our prayer ministry and that prayer would be an important 
part of our lives as individuals and as a fellowship.

Pray for Megan, Bob and Ewan as they are confirmed at the end of 
the month and they would continue to grow in faith.

Pray that as a Church we would have confidence that the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation.
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5. What does it mean for us as believers that Jesus is our life and 
light?

6. What can we learn from the example of John the Baptist in 
ourselves being witnesses to Christ?

7. Why did Jesus’ own not receive Him? What are the main reasons 
people do not believe today? (“His own” can mean, belonging to Him 
or His brethren, or both and of course refers to the Israelites.)

8. Warning - deep water. How does this passage (including v14) 
refute the following errors?
The Socinians (and Unitarians) who said Jesus was just a man, holy 
and perfect, but only a man. 
The Arians (and JWs) who said the Son is inferior to God.
The Sabellians who said God manifested Himself in different guises, 
sometimes as the Father, sometimes the Son, sometimes the Spirit.

Where are we heading?
Each week we will look at two or three points from the vision 
document circulated by the Bishop of Blackburn (see yellow A5 
sheet). We will be taking the points in a different order.

Take the biblical revelation seriously (point 2)
9. Church attendance in the UK, particularly in the older 
denominations, has declined dramatically in the last 100 years and 
continues to decline.  Different explanations have been given for this. 
Some (see question 3 above) say that we can no longer expect 
people to believe what the Bible. Others say it is because so many in 
the churches have rejected aspects of the Bible’s teaching that the 
churches have emptied.  What do you think and why?

10. What does it mean to “take the biblical revelation seriously”? 
What about the difficult bits?

11. In our own church Vision we include “Teaching the Bible so that 
people will grow in understanding and be stirred up in faith.” How do 
you think we are doing in fulfilling this part of our vision?  Are there 
things we could do better?

Meet together for prayer (point 3)
12. How well are we doing in living up to our own vision 
“Encouraging prayer for all areas of our work, and seeing regular 
prayer as a mark of mature faith.”?


