
Jesus Film

Introduction
The Jesus film is based on the Gospel of Luke, which in turn is 
based on eyewitness accounts. To ensure it isn’t too long the 
film doesn’t cover everything in the gospel and in a few place 
links together things by theme rather than the order in Luke.  
Being a film it obviously also involves quite a bit of 
interpretation such as the mood of people, the way things are 
said, which people were involved and so on.  It is important to 
remember that it is the Bible that is the inspired word of God.

All the gospels are selective in what they record about Jesus. 
They weren’t writing a biography in the modern sense and 
don’t give some of the details we might like. For example it is 
clear from John’s gospel that Jesus’ ministry lasted more than 
two years and probably more than three, but you wouldn’t 
necessarily realise that from the other three gospels.

Luke’s account begins with the events surrounding the births of 
John the Baptist and Jesus. He mentions one event when 
Jesus was a boy showing that the family journeyed to 
Jerusalem at least once a year for one of the three festivals. 
Jesus continued this practice in adult life, as John’s gospel 
particularly showed. (We also discover that it was Jesus’ habit 
to go to a synagogue each Sabbath day.)

After Jesus’ baptism and temptation in the wilderness Luke 
records Jesus public ministry in Galilee. This mostly focuses on 
events with some teaching. At the time Galilee was one the 
regions ruled by the Herod family as subjects of the Roman 
Empire.

At the end of chapter 9 Luke comments that Jesus set His face 
towards Jerusalem and the next 10 chapters deal with the slow 
and winding journey south. This section contains far less about 
events, and far more of Jesus’ teaching. His journey took Him 
through Galilee and Samaria to Jericho (the lowest city on 
earth).

The remaining 5 chapters record the eight days from when 
Jesus travelled up to Jerusalem on Sunday, His teaching in the 
city, the last supper, arrest, trials, crucifixion, burial and 
resurrection on the following Sunday. There is then a brief 
account of the ascension 40 days later.

We will watch the film in 5 parts averaging about 23 minutes 
each:
1 : Background and early ministry! - Luke 1-6
2 : In Galilee!! ! ! ! - Luke 6-9
3 : Set for Jerusalem! ! ! - Luke 9-19
4 : In Jerusalem! ! ! ! - Luke 20-22
5 : Tried, crucified, risen, ascended! - Luke 23-24

I have compiled what I think is a complete list of the Bible 
passages and events covered by the film. I will give a copy of 
this to leaders and put it on the Bible studies section of the 
church website for anyone else who is interested.

David Phillips,
February 2018
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