
Jesus Film
1 - Background and Early Ministry

In each study there will be a few general questions but we will mostly 
focus on one event covered in the film. The film largely uses the 
Good News Bible translation (also known as “Today’s English 
Version”). It is a deliberately easy to read but in order to make it 
simple sometimes loses part of the meaning.

Watch part 1 of the film which covers Luke chapters 1-6.

Jesus’ birth
Some simple starter questions! Don’t get too bogged down.

1. Why was the Son of God born and grow into adulthood, rather 
than, for example, just appearing as an adult?

2. What is the significance of the virgin birth?

Preparing the Way
Read Luke chapter 3 verses 1-18

In setting the scene Luke shows us these were difficult times, some 
of the people he mentions were notorious characters.

3. (Verses 3-6) John called people to 'repent'. How would you 
explain to someone what it means to repent?

Pray
Pray that if there are things in our own lives that we need to repent of 
we would have the courage to admit the wrong, and to change.
Pray that in our increasingly politically correct world Christians would 
have the courage to call people not only to believe but to repent.
Pray for Christians in the workplace, to know how to conduct 
themselves in a way that truly honours God, and so bear fruit in 
keeping with repentance.
Pray that we would be growing together as disciples of Christ 
through our fellowship at St James and that as we seek to win others 
for Christ we have the joy of seeing them respond to HIs call to follow 
Him.
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4. All four gospels tell us that John was sent to fulfil the prophecy of 
Isaiah and a major part of John’s message was about repentance. 
Why is repentance necessary to “see the salvation of God”?

5. Are you someone who finds it easy to admit when you are wrong, 
or not? Why do you think people often find it difficult?

6. (Verses 7-9) What are the warnings of verses 7 and 9? How 
would people react to John’s straight talk today?

7. John tells people not to say “We have Abraham as our ancestor.” 
What is he warning his first hearers about? Is it a danger we can 
face as Christians?

8. (Verses 10-14) John was telling people to “bear fruit in keeping 
with repentance” (Matthew 3.8). In the three situations he talks 
about, what does he say, and how might we apply that to ourselves?

• v11

• v13

• v14

9. Despite the unpopularity of tax-collectors and soldiers in Israel at 
that time did John tell them to quit their jobs? What lessons can we 
take from John’s teaching about what our attitude to work should be?

10. (Verses 15-18) People were excited and stirred up by John, but 
what do these few verses show us about John’s view of himself? 
What things can we learn from His example?

11. How does John describe Jesus and his ministry in verses 16 & 
17? What does he mean, and is it how you would normally think of 
Jesus?

Disciples Called
12. In these early days of Jesus he was gathering disciples and 
appointed the twelve. How would you describe to someone what it 
means to you to be a disciple or follower of Jesus?


