
Intentional
Week 5

Please ensure you have read chapter 9 & 10 (i.e. pages 83 to 101). 
The notes have been prepared using the ESV translation.
When the notes are handed out agree another question to consider 
together and write it down in the space provided inside.

Get Started
1. Having finished reading ‘Intentional’ how have you found the book? 
Would you recommend it, or the studies, to others? Why/why not?

2. Since starting the book have there been situations where the 
things you have learned have come in useful in speaking about your 
faith or answering questions?

3.  Looking at what Paul writes on page 91 (‘What’s the question?’) 
can you think of other things people say which are not questions but 
where there is clearly a question behind it?

Read Acts 17.1-12
4. What different responses to the gospel do we see in Thessalonica (v1-9)?

5. What different responses do we see to the gospel in Berea? (v10-14)

In conversation:
15. What could you actually say to answer the question whilst taking 
people to Jesus?

16. What could you say in order to ensure that your answer allows 
you to take the initiative?

17. Where are you hoping the conversation will go in order that you 
can then take people to the cross?

If you would like to continue to pray that you would be able to grow in 
sharing your faith then Roger Carswell’s book “Facing A Task 
Unfinished” gives 52 short weekly devotions (a passage, 
meditation, song and prayer). 

Pray
Pray for the Real Lives Mission with Roger Carswell. For those who 
are being interviewed by Roger on the Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday evenings.  For the youth event the week before, the Family 
Breakfast and the Yorkshire Tea and for the various services on the 
Sunday.
Pray for the publicity for Real Lives that people we don’t know would 
hear about the events and come along.
Pray together for those you thought about in question 9.
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6. Why are there such radically different responses?  What do you 
think are the commonest ways non-Christians you know respond to 
the gospel?

Read 2 Cor 4.4-5
Paul discusses this passage on page 98 and following.
7. Does this passage explain what was going on in Thessalonica and 
Berea?

8. If someone seems to be blinded to the message of the gospel does 
that mean we should ignore them and concentrate on those who 
seem open to it? Remembering what Paul the Apostle was like before 
he came to faith what do you think he would say about this idea?

9. Are there particular people you pray for to come to faith?

10. If God has blinded people’s eyes, who can open them (Ps 
146.8)? Are there people you know who seem like hopeless cases? 
Add them to your list!

11. Do you pray that the Lord would bring people across your path 
who are open to the gospel (p99)?

Having another go
At the end of study 4 choose another question that is not in the book 
and write it down here.
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Before the meeting try to answer as many as you can of questions 
12 to 17 below.

In preparation:
12. What do you think is the answer to the question above?

13. If you have got a basic answer then what Bible passages might 
you turn to support your answer?

14. Which of the passages from your answer to question 13 will best 
help you in following Paul’s three principles?


