
Intentional
Week 3

Please ensure you have read chapters 6 and 7 (i.e. pages 55 to 69). 
The notes have been prepared using the ESV translation. In the last 
study and in chapter 3 of the book we thought about the need to be 
prepared. In this study we will some of that preparation and then 
think about how a conversation might develop if we follow Paul’s 
three principles.

1. If you can look back to a time when you weren’t a Christian were 
there particular questions that you had?

2. Did having your questions answered play a part in your coming to 
faith? Were there particular questions with which you struggled early 
on in your faith?

Three principles
3. What is the point behind each of Paul’s three principles (p47)?
(i) Take people to Jesus (see p42).

(ii) Take the initiative (see p47).

(iii) Take people to the cross (see p48).

14. If you can, choose an answer that would help in following Paul’s 
three principles “in conversation”. If you get really stuck have a look 
at page 86. How might the conversation then go in order to
(i) take people to Jesus;

(ii) take the initiative;

(iii) and take people to the cross?

Pray
Give thanks and praise to God that He is the creator of all, and that 
He has given you life and breath. Thank Him that He so loved you 
that He sent His only Son that you might not perish.

Pray that others would come to understand the love of God and so 
believe in Jesus that they might not be condemned (Jn 3.18).

Pray that God might help us love others enough that we might want 
them to know the good news of Jesus despite our fears.

Pray that through the unseen work of the Holy Spirit people might be 
born again so that hearing the gospel they might believe.

Pray for the preparations for our Real Lives Mission, the various 
events being held, for Roger Carswell and others speaking that 
through them the gospel would be clearly made known.
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4. Read John 3.1-2 Nicodemus made a statement rather than ask a 
question, why do you think this particular man took that approach?  
What do you think is the question that lies behind what he says?

5. Read John 3.3-4 Which of the three principles can we see in the 
way that Jesus first responded to Nicodemus?

6. Read John 3.9-15 (or v5-15 if you prefer). Which of the principles 
do we see in how Jesus responds to the question Nicodemus asks in 
verse 9?

7. Using just the verses above how could you summarise the gospel 
message? (Don’t cheat and just use verse 16.)

Meat on the Bones (chapter 6)
8. There are various ways we could answer the question “how do 
you know God exists?” Which way does Paul suggest is the best in 
order to take people to Jesus? How else might you have answered 
it? (We are at the “in preparation” stage and starting to think about how 
a conversation might go. You might like to think about how other ways of 
answering the question could also be used to take people to Jesus.)

9. What Bible passage does Paul use in order to answer the question 
and how does he anticipate this will help him to take people to Jesus?

10. Choose one one other Bible passage you could turn to in order to 
answer in a similar way. (We thought about this at the “Intentional” 
meeting and there are lots.)

11. Using the passage from question 10 sketch out what you might 
say in conversation in order to
(i) take people to Jesus;

(ii) take the initiative;

(iii) and take people to the cross.

Stay in the Water (chapter 7)
12. Have you had discouraging experiences when talking to people 
about your faith or answering questions? How did you deal with 
these?

“How can I trust the Bible?”
In answering the question “how do you know God exists” we have 
quoted the Bible. Someone might well then ask about the truth or 
trustworthiness of the Bible. Paul deals with this briefly later but try to 
think about it yourself - after all your answer may be better than his!

13. Suppose you are “in preparation” trying to answer the question 
“how can I trust the Bible?”. What answers might you give?


