
Gospel Words
Week 4 - Faith

Faith
Read Romans 3.20-28
1. These verses bring together our first four studies. What do they 
say about :
• sin (study 1)
• how we are justified (study 2)
• the need for grace (study 3)
• the role of faith (this study)

How do they all link together?

(Note : Righteousness is also mentioned four times but here it is the 
righteousness of God that is displayed in what God has done through Christ.)
Read Ephesians 2.8-9
2. This is another famous summary of the gospel. What word does 
Paul use here instead of justified? In what way do the two different 
words/ideas describe essentially the same thing?

3. What place do works of the law have in Romans 3.20  & 3.28?  
How does Paul explain this in the Ephesians verses?

4. What is faith?

14. What, according to verse 18, was the thing that Abraham 
believed? Why was this a hard thing for him to believe?

15. Take a quick look at the people sitting round you. If Abraham 
were sitting there with you how would you be a joy to him by showing 
that he was right to believe?

16. How is Abraham therefore an encouragement to you to believe, 
even if you sometimes find it hard to do so?

Pray
Read Romans 4.23-5.2 and turn to prayer, giving thanks to God
• for the Scriptures that record these things for our sake (4v23)
• for the death and resurrection of Jesus through whom we can be 

justified (4v24-25)
• that we have peace now with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 

(5v1)
• and for the hope of the glory of God (5v2)
Pray also for the school ethos day on Maundy Thursday being 
organised for children from other schools.
Pray for Mark Houghton speaking at the Blackburn DEF on 19th March 
about Assisted Dying, practical aspects of faith and pastoral care.
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5. Anselm of Canterbury, said:  “I do not seek to understand in order 
that I may believe, but rather, I believe in order that I may 
understand.” Do you agree? Or is it, as some claim, an excuse for 
believing things that don’t make sense?

Objective Faith
Sometimes people today will speak of faith as if it was some fuzzy 
virtue. But in the Bible faith is mostly “objective” and there are two 
types of object.
6. First, we are called to “believe in xxx”. How do we see this in 
Romans 3.20-28?
See also:
• John 9.35-38
• Romans 4.24

7. What do Jesus’ words in Mark 10.15 say about how easy or 
complicated faith should be? 

8. Secondly we are called to “believe that xxx”. What facts are 
people called to believe in the following verses:
• Romans 10.8-10
• John 11.27
• John 14.11

Are the facts presented in these verses easy to understand? Does 
that make it hard to believe?

9. Does Romans 3.20-28 also contain facts we are called to believe?

10. The Bible also talks about “the faith” in Galatians 1.23, Jude 3 
and others places. What does this mean? 

11. How would you describe your coming to faith? Was it more that 
you trusted in Christ and then began to grow in understanding what 
this meant, or did you have to wrestle with the facts before you finally  
accepted them as true and believed in Christ?

Abraham
Read Romans 4.1-5
12. What does Paul say about how the Old Testament patriarch 
Abraham was justified?

(Note: the word count/counted comes 11 times in this chapter and, is 
sometimes translated reckoned or imputed. The meaning of this 
word is a major difference between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, but a bit beyond this study.)

Read Romans 4.13-17
13. How does Abraham become our father in faith when we believe 
in Christ?


