
Gospel Words
Week 3 - Grace

It has been said that Christian doctrine can be summed up by the 
word grace and Christian ethics by the word gratitude.

By grace
1. It’s pressie time. Think of one of the best gifts you have received. 
What made it so special?

If the giver not only left on the price tag but also included the bill 
for you to pay what would you have thought?

Grace means undeserved and unearned favour. God’s grace is His 
free gift and of course is related to both His mercy and love.
Recap - Read Romans 3.21-25
2. Last week we asked how could we be declared righteous (found 
not guilty) if in fact we have all sinned.  What did we see about how 
grace and justification are linked?

3. In verse 24 Paul describes grace as a gift. What does this suggest 
about whether it can be earned or paid for by us?

4. Most people find the idea of grace difficult at first because we 
want to feel that we deserve God’s gift. What about you?

How does Paul answer the question in Romans 3.20? (In chapter 
4 Paul shows that even in the Old Testament people were justified 
by faith rather than by obeying the law.)

Gratitude
15. The English words gratitude and grace are related. Most of 
Paul’s letters begin with doctrine and end with practical instruction. 
What does this show us about how grace and gratitude are related 
and about whether grace leaves us free to do whatever we want.

16. Do you remember the days when people used to write letters?  
How would you begin and end yours?

Each of Paul’s 13 letters have a greeting including the word grace, 
from the simple “Grace be with you” (Col 4.18) to what we call “the 
grace” (2 Cor 13.14). Why do you think Paul does this and what does 
he mean by it?

Pray
Pray for our vision as a Church:
“To win people for Christ” - that we faithfully “testify to the gospel of 
the grace of God” (Acts 20.24) and for opportunities to do this.
“To build people up in Christ”;
- that we would “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pt 3.18);
- and that out of gratitude to God we would be active in good works 
which He has prepared beforehand for us to walk in (Eph 2.10).
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Read Romans 5.6-11
5. In these verses how does Paul describe us before we came to 
faith in Christ?

6. What do these verses say about what we do for our salvation and 
what do they say about what God and Christ do?

7. What additional word does Paul add in verse 8 to describe God’s 
favour towards us? What other verses can you think of that express 
the same truth?

Read Romans 5.12-17
Verses 15-17 bring together the subjects of our three studies so far - sin, 
justification and grace.  They repay careful reading and meditation.
8. Count how many times Paul uses the words “free gift” and “grace” 
in verses 15-17.

9. In study 1 we looked at the heart of our human problem, that is 
sin.  How does the first half of each of verses 15, 16 & 17 describe 
the problem? How does each verse describe the consequences of 
sin?  (Notice in particular the legal language of verse 16.)

10. What different things does each verse say we are freely given by  
grace? What expressions indicate that God’s gift is not miserly but 
extravagant? Don’t just read these things out - what do they mean 
for you?

11. In study 2 we looked what it means to be righteous (not guilty in 
law) and how we can be justified (declared righteous).  How is this 
described in verses 16 and 18? (Notice that verse 16 therefore 
shows two verdicts being given.)

Read Romans 5.18-21 slowly.
I suggest you stop for a moment and give thanks to God, quietly or 
together for what Jesus has done for you.
(In v18 “act of righteousness” refers to Jesus obedience to death.)

Questions
In chapter 6 Paul addresses two false ideas regarding grace and sin.
12. When sin increases grace abounds (5.20) therefore surely it is 
better if we sin a lot before turning to Christ or deliberately keep 
sinning afterwards. How would you respond to this claim?

Read Romans 6.1-2 and then notice how Paul responds in v2-14.

13. Since we are not under law but under grace then it can’t matter 
what we do as Christians and the Old Testament commands are 
irrelevant for us.  How would you respond to this claim?

Read Romans 6.15 and then notice how Paul responds in v15-23.

14. Another false idea is that because the Bible contains God’s 
commands it must be possible for us to be justified by obeying them, in 
particular by obeying the Law. How would you respond to this claim?


