
Gospel Words
Week 2 - Justified

“Justified” is part of a family of words all from the same root which 
are used over 60 times in Romans to explain the work of Christ. The 
words were used in the ancient law courts.

On trial
1. Can you think of a court case you have been part of or seen on 
television. Did you think the final verdict was right?

2. What do you think most people mean by the word “righteous” and 
how does it compare with the word “holy”?

Read Romans 3.9-12
3. What did we see last week (question 7) about who has sinned and 
how is this underlined in Romans 3.9-10.

4. A person declared not-guilty by an ancient court was said to be 
righteous or just (the Greek word is dikaios). Picture God as the 
judge and yourself on trial. What, according to verse 10, is the 
judgment He should pass on you? Is this fair?

First and foremost “righteous” is a status in law, but we can see how 
it comes to have a moral meaning.

In Romans 3.26 “righteousness” translates the Greek dikaiosune, 
“just” translates dikaios and “justifier” is a participle of the verb dikaioo.  

15. Although Jesus’ blood was shed for us what additional note does 
Paul add in Romans 4.25 to show that in fact it was not enough for 
Jesus to simply die, what else happened to enable our justification?

“Justification” (dikaiosis) is the action or process by which a person is 
declared not-guilty.
16. We are told that we can be justified by grace through faith, it is a 
free gift but something we receive by faith and we are justified by 
Jesus’ blood shed for you. What are you going to do in response?

Pray
Give thanks to God that Jesus died and was raised again for our 
justification and that it is through His blood that we can be saved 
from the wrath of God. Pray for people to hear and receive the 
gospel and so turn to Christ.

Pray for those who administer law and order in our country - judges, 
jurors, magistrates, the police and prison service etc. Pray that they 
would do so justly.
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Justified
When the judge finds a defendant not guilty the person is said to 
have been justified - they are reckoned as righteous. The Greek 
word for justified is dikaioo (pronounced o-oh at the end).
Read Romans 3.19-20
5. Can we be found not-guilty by God (justified) by keeping the law of 
God? Why is this?

Read Romans 3.21-26
6. What has happened that means it is possible for God to declare 
us not guilty (righteous)?

7. What would you feel if you thought someone was obviously guilty 
but the court declares them not guilty (righteous)? Would you feel 
differently if you were the one on trial?

8. What two things are said in verse 24 about how it is that we can 
be justified (declared not-guilty)?

9. What more is said in Romans 5.9 about how we are justified and 
how is that explained in Romans 3.25?

10. According to Romans 6.23 what is the consequence of sin and 
therefore the penalty declared by God on those found guilty?

How is this explained in Roman 5.12?

11. Romans 3.25 speaks of “a propitiation by Jesus’ blood”. A 
propitiation is a blood for blood sacrifice. How does Hebrews 9.22 
explain the importance of this?

12. Do you like the hymn “In Christ Alone”?
Some people don’t  because of the words “the wrath of God was 
satisfied”. In fact one publisher refused to include it in a hymn book 
because they were not allowed to change these words. Looking at 
Romans 5.9 how does Jesus indeed save us from the wrath of God?

13. What further is added by Romans 5.1 about how we are justified?

How does Paul link together the three words in boxes above in 
Romans 3.24-25? 

14. Is God unjust to declare us not guilty when we are in fact guilty? 
How does Paul answer this question in Romans 3.26? (Also see your 
answer to question 7.)

Fill in the box (one word):
we are justified by God’s

Fill in the box (one word):
we are justified by Christ’s

Fill in the box (one word):
we are justified by


