
Giving an answer
Week 4 : Witnesses.

Over the next two weeks we will look at some Bible passage that 
present us with evidence for what we believe.  John’s gospel gives 
particular attention to signs and witnesses.

Read John 5.30-47
1. List the different witnesses referred to in the passage (there are at 
least 5).

2. How and why did John the Baptist bear witness to Jesus? (Jn 
1.29-34)

3. Lots of people were interested in John’s ministry but clearly did 
not listen to what he said about Jesus.  Why do you think that was?  
Does the same sort of thing happen today?

4. How do the works of Jesus bear witness to him?

5. People sometimes say that if they saw a clear sign or miracle they 
would believe. Why is this not necessarily so? (See for example Mtt 
12.38-39.)

Secondly, although we may think the question cute it can contain a 
rather tricky theological and philosophical ideas.
Thirdly, if we have an answer how can we explain it in ways that are 
appropriate to the age and understanding of children?
We know that saving faith is childlike faith and we don’t need to have 
a deep understanding for this. But what we believe about Jesus (that 
He is the Son of God for example) is pretty profound. Also, we are to 
grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord (2 Pet 3.18) and to move 
on from milk to solid food (Heb 5.12). If we don’t answer children’s 
questions or just resort to saying we should just believe we can make 
it harder for them. They will grow up hearing the world say that our 
faith is irrational and they may come to the same conclusion. But we 
must also keep going back to our faith and hope.

Pray
Give thanks for the families and children that are part of St James. 
Prayer that parents would take seriously the responsibility to bring 
children up in the faith.
Pray for the Church schools in Chorley, in particular for St James and 
for St Michaels, and for the opportunities to teach children within a 
Christian environment.
Pray that we might be faithful witnessed to Christ, able to tell others 
about Him, to speak of what our faith means, and willing to pay cost 
of being witnesses.
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6. To what extent do you think modern day miracles are important in 
people coming to faith?

7. What do you think it means to say that the Father witnesses to the 
Son?

8. In what way did John the Baptist (above) and Peter (2 Pt 1.17-18) 
receive the witnesses of the Father?

9. In Acts 10.43 what does Peter give as evidence for Jesus?  How 
does this fit with what we have read in chapter 5?

10. What does Jesus say is the problem of why people will not 
accept this witness?

11. The fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy is significant part of 
classical apologetics. Do you think this still works today?

12. What are the particular barriers to people accepting the witness 
of the Bible today?

13. Peter, John and the others were sent out as witnesses to Jesus 
(see Acts 1.8 & Jn 15.27). In what way is our witness different to 
theirs because of their special place?

14. If you produced a “testimony” in our groups last summer did it 
mainly focus on how you came to faith, or did it include the 
importance of faith for you today?

“Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 
witness to Jesus and for the word of God” (Rev 20.4)
 The cost of bearing witness to Christ was so great for the early 
Christians that the Biblical word for witness came to have a very 
specific meaning. The Greek word is marturion, from which we get 
the word martyr.

Questions (asked by children):
How big is God?
Who made God?

Answering such questions is an important part of bringing children up 
in the faith, but they present their own challenges.
First, as with all questions, we need to make sure we know what is 
being asked.


