
Giving an answer
Week 1

Read 1 Peter 3.13-18
1. We will be focussing on verse 15 but what is the whole passage 
about? Why does Peter write what he does?

2. You may have been put on the spot by people with tricky 
questions but have you ever been in a situation similar to what Peter 
is describing?

3. How are we told to conduct ourselves in such situations? Do you 
find it easy to do this?

Verse 15 is a key text for apologetics. The ESV “defense” translates 
the Greek apologian whilst “reason” translates logos which is more 
usually rendered “word”.  When put on the spot you should be able 
to give a word, a reason or explanation for your hope.

4. Notice the last word of verse 15. What is the hope in you?

5. Why do you have this hope? (This is similar to what we thought 
about last summer, why do you believe, what is your testimony?)

17. If you had to write an apologetics text book what would you 
include in the answer to this question?

18. How might you answer the question so that you bring it round to 
the reason for your hope?

19. Are there ways in which knowing why the person is asking the 
question will affect how you answer? 

20. Have you answered the question “with gentleness and respect”? 
(1 Pt 3.16)

Pray
Pray that we might grow in confidence and understanding so that we 
can make a defence and give a reason for the hope in us.
Pray for particular people who have asked questions of you, or with 
whom you have discussed faith, who do not have this hope.
Pray for our coming Walk of Witness, for the practical arrangements 
and particularly that there wouldn’t be any problems with police cover 
which seems to be concerning some churches.
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6. If you have answered questions 4 & 5 you are ready to do what 
verse 15 says, give a defence. But, when it comes to the crunch, 
how easy have you found it to speak? What makes it difficult?

7. Do you think you could give such a defence if you were in court, in 
a prison cell or in the middle of a baying crowd?

8. From the way your group answered question 5, how similar are 
your reasons for how and how do they differ from person to person?

There are many books about apologetics which are very helpful but 
hope is part of our personal testimony. We have the same hope and 
the same grounds for that hope, but the way we come to faith, and 
therefore in some ways our reason for hope, differs.

Engaging the person
9. If someone asks “why does God allow suffering?” what different 
reasons might there be for them asking?

10.How might you change the way you responded depending upon 
what you know of their background and reason for asking?

11. If you don’t know what lies behind the question what might you 
say to try to draw out the reasons before giving an answer?

Jesus provides examples of getting behind questions and shifting the 
ground of discussion, though He seems to have had a big advantage 
in knowing what people were thinking (We will look at Jesus 
example, and probably the question about suffering in future weeks.

Read 1 Peter 1.3-9
12. How does Peter describe our hope in these verses?

13. Try to picture what is said in these verses as a tower of bricks 
(you might like to draw one) with hope at the top. What blocks are 
there lower down holding up this hope?

Read 1 Corinthians 15.17-19
14. What does Paul say here about the relationship between the 
resurrection of Christ and our hope?

15. Did you have “resurrection” on one of your blocks? What 
happens if this block (or any other) is knocked away?

And now for a question:
How do you know God exists?

16. Did you have God’s existence as one of the blocks in your tower? 
What then is the relationship between your hope and this question?


